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Regents conduct
special meeting,
discuss finance
Emlly Wuchner
News Editor
The
Buildings
and
Grounds and Finance committees of the Board of
Regents held a joint meeting in special session
Tuesday, discussing different possibilities for dealing
with the budget crisis,
using work orders to complete classroom repairs
and possibly establishing a
budget pool for campus
maintenance.
University
President
Randy Dunn updated the
six regents on where the
University stands in the
Kentucky budget crisis.
The
University must
return 3 percent - about
$1.7-8 million - of state
appropriations. University
officials plan on using budget carryforwards to make
up for the funds taken back
by the state. They are
unsure, however, which
funds will be used.
Dunn said officials are
lO()king at which areas will
have the least impact on
students. The regents will
look at solution like cu~
ting certain carryforwards
or taking a little from all
carryforwards.
"We've got two or three
models by which to do
this," Dunn said. "We are
studying those options
across the board.
"We will be able to come
up with the 3 percent. We
will be able to come up
with it, though we don't
like it."
Dunn said it is too early
to know what will happen
next fiscal year, but officials continue to prepare
for what could be a 12 percent budget cut Dunn said
the cuts will effect both
cost containment and
tuition.

"It will be up to the
Board to determine that
mix," Dunn said. "It is
going to be a mixture of
both."
Dunn said it is still too
early to say what will ultimately be cut.
Also at the meeting, Faculty Regent Jay Morgan
asked that the regents look
at the maintenance of
classrooms across campus.
Morgan said some classrooms are too hot and
some are too cold. He also
said some rooms have
desks and other items
needing repair.
The regents discussed
using work orders as a
solution to the problems.
Dunn said it seems as
though there are minor
problems in classrooms,
but no one puts in a work
order. The deans of the
department must pay for
the repairs out of their
own budgets.
WPart of the issue is in
some classrooms. classrooms arc used by a number of academic departments, so they are shared
by a college. Then the
issue is who is going to pay
for it," Dunn said.
The regents consider
establishing a pool of University funds in the overall
budget to be used for
smaller repairs, like painting the wcills or recarpeting some classrooms.
"As we do our planning,
I want to think about creating a pool that will knock
off some of these needs in
a centralized fashion,"
Dunn said.
The regents will adopt
their budget in their May
meeting.
Emily Wuchner em be
reached at emily, wuchner@murraystate.edu.

University approves free speech zone.near Curris Center, Carr Health
Amanda Crider
Staff writer
People wanting to speak on Murray State's campus now have a new
place to do so.
Murray State's Board of Regents
approved a free speech zone during
its Nov. 30 meeting, allowing more
people the opportunity to express
their thoughts and beUefs to Murray
State students.
Before the creation of the free
speech zone, the student handbook's

solicitation policy required all
speakers to obtain on-campus sponsors in order to speak on University
property.
This policy was brought under
scrutiny last year when evangelist
james G. "Bro. Jim" Gilles sued Murray State in 2006 and asked for an
injunction suspending Murray
State's sponsor requirement.
Although U.S. District Judge
Thomas Russell ruled in Murray
State's favor, the lawsuit partially
affected the creation of the free

speech zone.
Curris Center Director Jim Baurer
said the new zone will be located
between the Curris Center and Carr
Health.
"I think that colleges and universities art• about expressing ideas and
it's important that people have an
outlet to express themselves," Baurer said.
Although the free speech zone is
open to everyone, there arc a few
guidelines. Speakers must sign up at
least three days in advance and may

let

260 Social Security numbers released online
Emily Wuchner
News Editor
The names and social security
numbers of 260 students and professionals attending Murray State
more than five years ago were
found online.
Deputy to the President Becky
Watts and the Liberty Coalition,
an organization focused on pre·
venting identity theft, informed
University officials about the
breach Jan. 3 and quickly began
taking steps to remedy the situation. All persons affected were
members of the College of Education.
The. personal information,
including names, social security
numbers and birth dates, was posted through a report titled "2000·
2001 State Admissions Report,"
which was to prepare for the fall
2002 accreditation visit by the
National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education and
Kentucky Education Professi~nal

Standards Board. The file was in
an Excel format and had columns
that could be hidden or unbidden.
Watts said the hidden columns
could be manipulated to show the
personal information.
"It has never been our practice
before that, or after that or even
then to post Excel files," Watts
said.
"We always post them in a PDF
format because in a PDF file that is
distilled ... on its face is all you see.
It was unintentional to post this
Excel file."
Watts said after University officials were informed, they immediately pulled the file off the Web
site and began compiling the
names and addresses of those
affected. Each received a letter by
registered mail to ensure all
received a letter.
Aaron Titus, privacy director
for Liberty Coalition, said the
report was found by using the
advanced search feature on major
search engines, such as Google or

only reserve two days at a time.
"Anybody can speak there, but
they have to sign-up in advance,"
Baurer said. ''That's so we don't have
two people show up at the same time
wanting to speak. ... It's important
for (potential speakers) to know it's
a reservation system, not an
approval system. We don't have to
approve their topic."
Director of grounds and building
services, Wayne Harper, said there
are plans to eventually build a platform of some sort in the free speech

zone once prices are compared.
Despite the lack of a platform, the
zone is open and ready for reservations.
Baurer, however, said there is currently no one signed up to use the
space.
"1 don't expect there to be anyone
until the weather breaks a bit," Baurer said. "I would guess it would be
about March until we see a Jot of usc
out of it."
Amanda Crider can be reached at
amanda.crider@murraystate.edu.

To find out if your social security number is subject to online
access, visit the Liberty Coalition Web site at Ssnbreach.oro.

MSN. If individuals think their
identity has been stolen, Titus rec·
ommends going to the Liberty
Coalition
Web
site
at
ssnbreach.org and searching for
their name.
''They can get a personalized
approach on what was stolen,"
Titus said.
"We don't store the information,
but we do document the type of
information stolen."
He also suggests or dering a free
credit report.
"These 260 individuals are at
extreme risk of identity theft,"
Titus said.
"While it has been taken off, the
breach went undetected for more
than five years. That's probably
the most alarming thing of this."
Titus also said just because the
document cannot be found on the
Murray State Web site or detected
on major search engines, it is
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News Editor: Emily Wuchner
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Beat - - - - - - Jan. 20

call ot · •

Monday

•6 p.m. Tractor and Truck Pull; EXPO

•4 p.m. "Butcher, Baker, Candlestick
Maker" workshop; Business Building
Room 302; ends at 7 p.m.; call 42n for
more information.
•S p.m. Residential College Association
meeting; Barkley room; students may
share issues; open to the public

Center, advanced tickets $10 students, $6
children. $12 adults, at-the-door tickets $7
children, $14 adults
•7:30 p.m. Cinema International: "The
Aura"; Curris Center Theater, free
•7:30 p.m. Campus Lights "Bye, Bye
Birdie"; Lovett Auditorium, $5 discounted
student price, $10 nonstudents

Tuesday

Saturday
1

•S p.m. Campus Activities Board meeting;
Barkley room; students may share issues;
open to the public
•7 p.m. Men's basketball vs. Samford;
RSEC, free

Wednesday
•4 p.m. Hump Night-Study Night; Curris
Center Marvin D. Mills Center, free
•S p.m. Student Government Senate meeting; Curris Center Barkley R~~; stu·
dents may share issues; open to the public
, •S p.m. Dinner; Newman House, free
•7 p.m. Christ Ambassadors, Weekly
Word and Worship; Curris Center Theater

Elaine Kight/The 1\/f'wS

•5:30 p.m. Women's basketball vs. Southeast Missouri State; Men's game at 7:30;
RSEC, free
•7:30 p.m. Campus Lights "Bye, Bye
Birdie" ; Lovett Auditorium, $7 students,
$10 nonstudents
•7:30 p.m. Cinema International: "The
Aura"; Curris Center Theater, free
•6 p.m. Tractor and Truck Pull; EXPO
Center. $10 students, $7 children, $12
adults

Sunday
•2:30 p.m. "Bye, Bye Birdie" sponsored by
Campus Lights; Lovett Auditorium. $7
students, $10 nonstudents
•S p.m. Dinner sponsored by the Newman
House; Mattingly Hall across from the
Newman House, free
•7:30 p.m. Special D concert featuring The
Bloom; Curris Center Ballroom, free
•8 p.m. Guest and Faculty recital with Jen·
nifer Cowgill, Christopher Mitchell and
Aldon Mazzoni; Price Doyle Fine Arts
Center, free

Coming Up Feb.l Scholarship Deadline
Find application and Information online at
www.murraystate.edu/scholarshlps/apply/index.
cfm.

Hall said a Murray State vehicle
was involved in an accident without injuries. Transportation Services was notified.
9'.39 a.m. A caller from Fast Track
requested a Murray State Police
officer unlock a vehicle. An officer was unable to unlock the vehi·
cle.
1()-.21 a.m. An officer reported a
bus unloading on 16th Street and
causing a traffic hazard. The Mur·
ray transit authority told the bus
driver to unload in a parking lot.
1:16 p.m. A caller from Crossfield
Drive reported a vehicle match·
ing the description of a police
impersonator. The Calloway
County Sheriffs office was noti·
fled.

Jan. IS

6:28 p.m. A caller from the Price

Thursday

Doyle Fine Arts Center requested
a classroom door be opened. The
caller said the door should never
be locked in case of fire. Facilities
Management was notified.
3:53 p.m.. An officer at Winslow
Dining Hall took a report for theft
1
by
unlawful taking less than $300.
.............•...•.........•....• ••...•...••:
10
p.m.
An officer at the BlackI
bum Science Building parking lot
Cinema International
reported a noise coming from the
east side of the roof. Central Plant
! Henry V (Great Britain):
was notified.
! Jan. 31-Feb. 2
ll.:16 p.m. Murray State Police at
: Bamako (Mali):
the Baptist Student Union issued
! Feb. 7-9
a
citation to Christopher S.. Lush,
! Paris Je T'aime (France):
senior from Elizabeth, for not
Feb.l4-16
wearing a seatbelt.
! Balzac and the Little (France/China):
! Chinese Seamstress
Feb. 21-23
•7 p.m. Strike Up the Bands; Lovett Auditorium, free
•7:30 p.m. Thursday Night Grind featuring
Andrew Perkins; Hart Thoroughbrewed
Cafe, free
•7:30 p.m. Cinema International: "Henry
V''; Curris Center Theater, free

.
..

fame

Jan.l7
7:Sl a.m. A caller from Alexander

property was found and returned
to the owner.
9:27 p.m. Racer Patrol notified
Murray State Police the fencing
was down on the south side of the
new Chemistry Building.
9:59 p.m. A resident adviser from
Hester College reported an eleva·
tor stuck between two floors. No
one was on the elevator. Central
Plant was notified.

Jan. 20
2:22 a.m. Central Plant asked an
officer check Woods Hall because
the gauges showed extreme heat.
The officer said the thermostats
were on the first floor. Central
Plant was notified.
8:52 p.m. An officer reported the
front door at Old Clark College
opened without use of the card
scanner. Housing was notified to
check the card scanner.
10:54 p.m. A caller from Lovett
Auditorium reported a portable
radio was stolen. A Murray State
Police officer took a report for
theft more than $300.

Now Playing

..

! Movies begin at 7:30 in the Curris Cen- !
! ter Theater. Admission is free.
.!

.·····•········•••••········•···•••···•••··••
If ~Quld like an event to~ Jn
the This Week section. fill out a form in
the Murray State News olflee at 111 WUson Hall, !ax to 8Q9.317J or e-mail iafot..
mationto n~~~
Please subtnit evtohl , , . , _
at noon. We cannot suar..le d .__
will be published.

Jan.l9

S:42 a.m. Murray State Police
attempted to locate people
involved in a possible theft from
Wal·Mart. Murray State officers
were notified.
7:08 p.m. A caller from the wellness center reported theft of personal property. An officer took a
report for theft by unlawful taking
less than $300. An officer said the

Jan. 21

9:42 a.m. Murray State Police
issued a citation to Laura L.
Hoover. from Murray, for speeding.
11:37 a.m. A caller from North
Farm reported a person on a bicy·
cle disturbing the fence. Murray
State Police could not find the
person.
3'57 p.m. A caller from Hester
College reported a small fire in
the kitchen. The fire was put out
by the person cooking. The Murray Fire Department, the State
Fire Marshal and Central Plant
were notified.
4;33 p.m. The residence director
on call at Regents College report·
ed a smoke detector on the lOth
floor was sounding. Murray Fire
Department, Central Plant and

4:33 p.m. The residence director
at New Clark College reported
the washer on the S«<nd floor
was overRowing. The washer was
unpluaed and Central Plant was
aotifted.

the State Fire Marshal were notified. An officer took a report.

.

Jan. 22

~

2:14 p.m. Parking enforcement
from the Industry and Technology parking lot found a possible
forged Murray State parking permit. An officer took a report. .
4:16 p.m. Murray State Pohce
issued a citation at University
Drive to Jeremy T. Burchard,
senior from Mebler, Ky., for driving with expired registration and
license and no proof of insurance.
The officer told the driver not to
drive. The driver called someone
to pick them up.
11:44 p.m. An officer issued a verbal warning to a driver in the Curris Center parking lot without
proof of insurance.
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Jan.23
1:25 a.m. A caller from Springer
College said a suspicious male
was outside. The front desk was
notified. A security guard was
making rounds and no other person was located.
1:S7 p.m. A caller from College
Farm Road said a student was hit
by a vehicle. Murray State Police
and Emergency Medical Services
were notified. An officer said the
subject was not injured and was
not hit by vehicle, but slipped on
wet grass on the side of the road.
7:44 p.m. A caller from Regents
College parking lot said a vehicle
was vandalized. An officer took a
report for theft by unlawful taking
less than $300
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Motorist assists - 0
Racer escorts • 0
Arrests· 0

..
::
::
•'

Robin Phelps compiles Police Beat
with materials Public SCJfety provides. All dispatched calls are not
listed.
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Oiscovsr your nsxf Pavorifs musicians hsrs •..
•
at fhs UJorld caPs.
,.•
~

~

• Oami8n R.ice • {;y/e {;ovett • €/vis Costello

u•

...

The Shins • Bright eyes. {;os {;obos •

1• The {;emonheads·• R.eM
Voxtrot

• Moby

8/ur • f8te Yorn • Tom f'8tty

II 5uPjan 5t8v8ns • Modest Mouse •

Monday-Friday af 7 p.m. I Saturdays sf 2 p.m.
~isfsn on/ins af wkms,orB

Digital
RaCiio·

00-.91.3fm
• • • • • • • ••• · - - 1111
• ••• ••
• 111111
• • • •• •• •,••• •• •• • •• 1111111
• •• • • • • • • • 11111111
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SECURITY

SAFETY

From Pagel

From Pagel

impossible for individuals to tell if the document can be
accessed through a search engine or hard drive in a foreign
country.
"Once you put it on the Internet, you throw it to the winds,"
Titus said.
Those affected and st.•eking more information should contact
Bonnie Adams in the College of Education at 809-3833 or at educationdcan@coc.murraystatc.cdu.
Emily Wuchncr c:m be reached at emily. wuchncr@murraystatc.cdu.

and blame themselves, and they often aren't able to walk
freely in this world."
In December, Congress designated January as National
Stalking Awareness Month. According to the resolution,
1.006,970 women and 370,990 men are stalked annually.
Congress elected to recognize the month in an effort to
increase support for victims and increase general awareness. according to the National Center for Victims of
Crime W cb site, ncvc.org.

"A big myth is that only celebrities have stalkers, when
in reality. anyone can have a stalker," Etheridge said.
"Congress making this resolution shows that they arc
acknowledging the reality and commonality of this
crime.''
For more information about stalking, visit the National
Center for Victims of Crime Web site at ncvc.org.
Mia Walters can be reached at mia. waltcrs@murraystatc. cdu.
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Opinion Editor: Alaina Zanin
Phone: 809-5873

Free speech zones
on college campuses
Zoning our speech: an infringement
on rights or a necessary precaution?
The staff editorial is the majority opinion of the editorial
board of The Murray State News.
The Murray State Board of Regents approved a free
speech zone in front of the Curris Center at its Nov. 30
meeting to designate a place on campus where open discussions can be held.
Many universities around the country have adopted
similar policies because the polices regulate where the
speech takes place not whether the speech can take place
at all, according to frrstamendmentcenter.org.
The free speech zone, is open to all speakers as long as
they sign up three days in advance, whereas before
speakers had to be sponsored by a campus group.
This zone was put in place after James G. Gilles, also
known as "Brother Jim," sued Murray State in 2006
because he said the sponsor policy was an infringement
on his First Amendment right to freedom of speech.
"Brother Jim" had been asked to leave the campus by
Director of the Curris Center Jim Baurer fo r failing to
obtain an on-campus sponsor.
He.is somewhat infamous at Murray State because of his
harassing and derogatory speech toward students.
The Murray State News applauds the new free speech
zone policy.
Placing time, location and manner restrictions on
speakers allows everyone to be heard witliout infringing
on First Amendment rights.
Our campus should be a place for an open exchange of
ideas. An institution of higher education has an obligation
to students and faculty to allow for the free flow of information, news and ideas.
As hard as it may be, even speakers who use their freedom of speech to spread ideas of hate and ignorance still
·
have a right to be heard.
The free speech zone will enable students to self-censor messages they may fmd disrespectful and hurtful. If
or' faculty
don't
to hear a spe~}bey can
students
U
•
I •0
I
,_ l fJf),..,;:
av01d the free speech zone. .r.ven though we all have the
right to voice our opinions, this does not guarantee us a
captive audience.
We hope speakers will be able to use tl;le free speech
zone for its intended purpose and not as a platform for
backWard ideology and abusive language.

0

want
~~

What do you think...
Should there be afree speech zone on campus?

D
IVAtvC£

J Aic~h~l ~d c~ncerl:~--d~n't go hand in h~d
In My

11

Yes, if it's in a location that is well trav·
eled so their message would be heard.''

Opinion

Katelyn Morosky • Cranesville, Pa.
freshman

"I think it's fine if people know where it

.IS."

Kristen Bendt· Clarksville, Tenn.

freshman
Charlotte
Kyle
"No, because it will cause separation and
cause controversy. People are going to
speak their mind no matter where it is."

Charlotte Kyle is a
staff writer for the
Murray State News
from Louisville, Ky.

Brandon Mayo ·Murray! Ky.

senior
"Yes, because it's a free country and you
should be able to speak your mind. "

Max Arnold • Hopkinsville, Ky.
freshman
Misty Hays/The News

I counted down the days until I turned 18.
It wasn't so I could purchase cigarettes and
porn, or so I could vote for the future leaders of
our country.
Those things are awesome, if that's what
you're into,
It wasn't even about sex.
Again, if that's what you're into, major kudos
to yo~
No, it was because age restrictions at shows
bothered me, and I was tired of my musical
heroes coming within driving distance of my
hometown only to be turned away because I had
not been breathing long enough in the eyes of
the venue's management.
Shows with admittance only to those 18 and
older seem odd to me. even two years after I was
granted access. Usually the shows are located in
bars, the typical $5 to $10 dollar cover charge
getting bumped up a few bucks to make up for
the money unable to go toward alcohol purchas·
es.
Why limit it to 18 and older, if the main reason
seems to be because of alcohol consumption? Is
it because at 17 I wouldn't be able to handle the
emotional maturity of the band's songs?
I love the music I listen to, but I highly doubt
any of the artists I support are that profound.
Instead, the emotional maturity comes with
handling the other venue·goers. as scenes wit·
nessed on the dance floor are worthy of an R-rat·
lng.
Drunken men shout what may or may not be
the correct lyrics, while scantily clad women
scream and giggle over the singer's vocals. Couples grind on the dance floor, sexual enough that
I'm convinced in nine months I'll see the same
couple again with a baby they've undoubtedly
named after Pete Wentz. (Sorry about your luck,
kid.)

It isn't that alcohol or dancing should be
stopped. It is a bar and 1 understand that. Some
of the best shows I've seen involved the artists
playing completely wasted, performing better
than they ever had in the past.
At the last Lucky Boys Confusion show I
attended. I was positive at least half of the band
were on some form of narcotics, and I witnessed
them take multiple shots between songs. They
still rocked.
And dancing? Sometimes you can't help but
bust a move, even if you're only playing into the
stereotype that white girls can't dance. (I can't.)
Sometimes a song is simply that catchy.
It is only when someone else's drunken lack of
coordination begins to hinder my good time that
1 begin to roll my eyes in annoyance. Bumping
into me the whole time (I don't want to dance
with you, lady) or stepping on my shoes because
you can't quite stand up properly is unnecessary.
I paid my $12 - I want to hear, see and enjoy the
bands.
If you want to drink and stumble around to
music, go to a bar with aDJ.
If you prefer drinking and stumbling around to
live music, don't do it right in front of the stage.
Back up seven feet and I'll bet you can fuid
enough room for you and all of that LatTy Taffy
you're shaking.
Luckily, there are always a few underage souls
like me who are there to see the band. They
understand it. A really meaningful song can
overwhelm you live. An impromptu jam session
makes for a one-of-a-kind experience. I wouldn't
want to be too wasted to remember the warm
feelings that a great live performance brings.
Still, knowing that 21+ shows will consist of
more of the sometimes hilarious, but always kind
of annoying debauchery as described, I'll continue to count down the days until I turn 21.

I
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2609 University Station
Murray State University
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the news editorial board
Autumn Boaz
Editor in Chief • 809·6877
Emily Wuchner
News Editor • 809·4468
Alaina Zanin
Opinion Editor • 809·5873
Ashley Edwards
College Life Editor • 809-5871

Steve Miller
Sports Editor • 809-4481
Kimberly Conklin
Advertising Manager • 809·4478
Elaine Kioht
Photography Editor • 809·5878
Joe Hedoes
Adviser • 809·2998

The Murray State News strives to be the University community's source for lnforma·
tion. Our goal is to present that information in a fair and unbiased manner and provide
a free and open forum for expression and debate.
The Murray State News is a designated public forum. Student editors have authority
to make all content decisions without censorship or advance approval. The paper offers
a hands-on learning environment for students interested in journalism. The campus
press should be free from censorship and advance approval of copy and its editors
should develop their editorial and news policies.
The Murray State News is prepared and edited by students and is an official publication of Murray State University. The first copy is free. Additional copies are available for
25 cents at mWilson Hall.
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OpiDIOD
Agroup of Murray State News staff members gives its piece on· a
group of three questions coverino a different topic each week.
This week's topic:

The Writer's Strike

News
Editor

"I've been watching ESPN and
football a lot, so I haven't
missed any shows lately. Thank
goodness Brett Favre isn't
scripted."

Clayton
Vertrees

Charlie
Cox

Staff
writer

Copy

"'The Office'. I miss Creed."

"The produ~ers. Writers should get
paid more for their ideas."

Staff
writer

Editor

"Curse college. I don't have time
for TV anymore. I'm just now
catching up on 'Scrubs' reruns."

"'The Office'. I waited for
three seasons for Jim and Pam
to get together and then the
writers strike. Go figure."

"Producers, definitely, should
give in. Everything begins with
the writers. Why shouldn't the
writers get what they deserve in
a multi-billion dollar industry?"

"If 'Sesame Street' has taught
us anything, it's that we
should cooperate. Why can't
they both give a little?"

What would you be doing if you had to be on strike for three months?
"Traveling, everywhere."

"Maybe I could learn how to
do Sudok:u. Maybe."

Choosing between script
lines and picket lines

Casey
Northcutt

Who should give in to whom. producers or writers?
"They both make more in a
year than I will in my entire
life, but I guess the writers. I
am getting tired of people
· griping about reruns."

Zani ___..
____ ncu[~

"Watching TV, maybe? I'd like
to do something crafty. I bought
two canvases last summer and
haven't had the time to paint
since."

"Learning to knit."
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'Jl..E WAR OR ~AVE roo LIKEP
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Aimlessly flipping
through the channels
last Thursday evening.
I was dying from boredom. The dim light
reflected even dimmer
reality
and
game
shows, none of which
really captured my
attention.
This is sad, I thought.
I can't believe I'm having withdrawals from
..__ _ _ __, my favorite shows.
I miss my "Grey's
A)aina
Anatomy." I miss my
Zanin
"Law and Order." And
for Christ's sake what
am I supposed to do without Tina Fey
every week? Am 1 really that addicted to
primetime television? The answer is an
embarrassing yes.
When the Writers Guild of America
first announced it was going on strike in
November, 1 think I, like many other
Americans, thought this thing was just
going to blow over.
The writers would go on strike, the
WGA would work some deals with the
producers, no harm no foul, the writers
would get a better contract and in a few
weeks we could all go back to watching
much less of the mindless dribble, which
has been popping up on our television
screens every evening.
It hasn't even been close to that simple.
More than 12,000 writers have been on
strike for ll weeks and the public has
noticed. All four major networks (ABC,
NBC, CBS, and FOX> have seen a drop in
ratings.
According to a poll conducted by USA
Today, 60 percent of Americans side with
the writers. Many viewers are changing
their viewing patterns by watching more
reruns (40 percent), renting DVDs (26
percent) or - God forbid - actually cracking a book (25 percent).
There was a similar 22-week strike in
1988 which cost the entertainment industtY $500 million. There are estimates that
this strike may cost the entertainment
industry upwards of $1 billion in lost revenue.
So big deal, right? You're saying,
Alaina, who cares?
Well, the writer's strike has to do with
a little more than economics. It's the principal of big business stepping on the little
guy.
In capitalist America we reward
shrewd business deals over creativity;
large profits over artistic value. Why are
most artists starving? Because they aren't
making any money.
Writers know the indispensable role
they play in television industry; they are
just trying to get the producers and the
rest of America to realize it as well
They are the storytellers, the composers and the craftsmen of a medium
that shapes our pop culture and real cul-

.....___
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Remembering the 'good
ol' days' at Murray State
I just wanted to let Jason
Morrow know that I started
at Murray State in 1947 and
life wa.S good. It was simple
but fun. I lived in Ordway
(the a dorm) and spent a lot
of time at the "Hut" I came
from a little town in western Tennessee and being
away from home for the
first time was exciting. It
was some of the most fWl
times in my life.
I graduated in 1955 after
serving four years in the Air
Force during the Korean
War. I have nothing but
fond memories of life at
Murray State.

.,

.•

Haywood Eason
Murray State Alum, 1955
Road Rockwall, Texas.

Alum opposed to Yonts'
commuted sentence
At long last the tyrannical administration of Governor Ernie Fletcher has
come to an end. However,
this long-awaited moment
was a bittersweet one
because of Fletcher's final
actions in office, particularly the commuting of the
sentence of one Burgess
Harrison Yonts.
As nearly every Murray
State student knows, Yonts
was convicted by a jury of
his peers for the wanton

murder of Nadia Shaheen, a
model graduate student and
mother.
Yonts was also convicted
of driving under the influence, tampering with evidence and fleeing a crime
scene, resulting in a total
sentence of 17 years in jail.
In the eyes of the American judicial system, justice
was served. Leave it to
Ernie Fletcher to make a
mockery of this sense of
justice by commuting
Yonts' sentence to a mere
eight years.
Some might think that
poor Yonts is also a victim
in this situation, a young
man whose prom1smg
future was cut short by a

regrettable mistake.
Let's look at the facts.
Yonts hit a woman while
driving intoxicated and
moved her body off the
road without taking any
action to help her. Additionally. Yonts made no
public apology for his
actions.
Does this sound like a
man riddled with sorrow
for a tragic mistake he
caused? What a laughable
question.
Yonts is nothing more
than a rich white boy who
has an influential daddy
with some pro-Fletcher
clout. U a student like me,
who has received numerous scholarships, awards

and academic recognition,
would have been responsible for this heinous crime,
Fletcher would have let me
hang. Honestly, I would
deserve it.
But, contrary to the childlike cowardice that Yonts
has exhibited since the
beginning of his trial, I
would have admitted my
wrongdoing and accepted
the consequences.
Fletcher is gone. Let's
just hope he takes his
flawed view of justice with
him.

Phillip Dishon
Murray State Alum, 2007
Miami, Fla.

ture.
Television may seem to some as the
unintelligent bastard-child of literature,
photography and film, with no culture or
real value.
While I'll admit at times, television programming can be lacking in educational
value, other times it perfectly reflects
ourselves in a true, unbiased light.
Shows like "Will and Grace" and "Saturday Night Live" touch on social and
moral issues with witty banter and sexual
innuendos that give us something to talk
about around the water cooler the next
morning.
So producers, really? You can't afford to
give your writers better healthcare?
Really? You think writers should have
no cut of the millions of dollars you're
going to receive in DVD and online sales
of your shows, which no one would watch
if there were no jokes, plot or edge-ofyour-seat season finales?
Well, as talks between the WGA and
producers continue, we will just have to
see who can hold their breath the longest
and who is going to crack first.
rn be rooting for the underdogs, even if
it means I have to watch a few more
reruns.

I

Alaina Zanin is the opinion editor for
The Murray State News. She can be
reached at alaina.zanin@murraystate.edu.

Write to us
The Murray State News welcomes commentaries and letters to the editor. Letters should be 300 words or less. Contributors should Include phone numbers for
verification. Please include hometown, classification and title or relationship to the University. Commentaries should be limited to 600 word$. The Murray State
News reserves the right to edit for style, length and content. All contributions should be turned in before Wednesday of each week via e-mail or thenews.org.
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Campus workers make
plans for green space
The committee also supported plans for trees

Clayton Vertrees
Staff writer

and shrubs around the area for additional pri-

Campus officials are ready to move forward
with plans for the green space neighboring Hester College and the future Richmond College.
Don Robertson, vice president for Student
Affairs, said upon discussing the plans after the
green space committee's November meeting, .
the committee felt positive about the ideas pre-.
sented and they could move forward with the
design.
"The purpose was to look at what the options
could be for the area." Robertson said. "Wayne
Harper (director of Building and Grounds Services) presented some diagrams and ideas of
how to use the space, and how it could be landscaped. People were very favorable with the
ideas and decided to proceed with what was
discussed."
Moving the building site closer to the intramural fields, Robertson said, the plans Harper
presented to the green space committee
worked to maximize the distance between Hester College and the new Richmond College.

vacy. Ideas like the placement of clusters of
benches and a gazebo in the space to create
gathering areas for students were also received
positively, Robertson said.
"A gazebo effect in the area would allow the
neighboring colleges to program events for
their residents outside," Robertson said. "The
designs would create a space similar to what is
around the front of Elizabeth College...
Rachel Just, RCC president of Hester College. said one of the suggestions for the area
between Hester and the new Richmond College
consisted of a sidewalk that would connect the
two colleges with the gazebo area.
"With a sidewalk, students could more easily
walk between the gazebo and the new Richmond," Just said.
By extending the concrete area to the side of
Hester, Just said the area between the two colleges could become a patio style lounge area
that could also be used by other residential
communities.
"The patio area would give the residents of

Elaine Kight!The News

Crews will construct a new Richmond ColleCJe on the lawn In front of Hester Residential ColleQe. University offlclaJs and a planniOQ committee have been workiOQ for months on developiOCJ. a plan for the space.
Hester and the coming Richmond the feeling
that they have a place of their own," Just said.
"The University would use landscaping and
trees to help set th.at area apart."
One potential long-term plan discussed at the
meeting included the idea of extending the
sidewalk beyond the future Richmond to the
parking lot next to the intramural tennis courts

across Waldrop Drive Just said.
Said Just: "If anything, the idea of a sidewalk
connecting the new Richmond with the parking
lots across Waldrop would be very long-term
and unlikely because it would involve a state
road."
Clayton Vertrees can be reached
james. vertrees@murraystate.edu.
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University officials announce college head openings
Robin Phelps
Staff writer
With professors in departments as diverse as communication and science, Murray
State's residential college
heads cover a number of
social and academic areas of
the University.
Though the eight residential college heads have collectively united during the 20072008 academic school year,
the team will require new
members after the resignation
of Oliver Muscio, Richmond
College head and chemistry
professor, and Ted Porter,
White College head and associate professor of math and
statistics.
After years of service from
Muscio and Porter, the positions of Richmond and White
Colleges will need to be filled

for the upcoming semester.
Professors interested in
becoming the new college
heads of Richmond and
White will undergo a process.
Ann Landini, chair of Residential College Heads and
associate professor of journalismsaid.
Professors can find residential college head applications
in Ordway Hall's office of Student Affairs.
The application enquires
about past residential college
involvement, education, hon·
ors, professional accomplish·
ments, curricular and extracurricular activities and also
asks for a short essay of motivation for seeking the position.
Though this laundry list of
requested information may
seem like a chore to 1111 out,
Landini said the position of
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The process to becoming a
residential college head is one
that considers the best-suited
professor for the position,
according to the residential
college head handbook. The
handbook also noted several
specifications of college
heads.
"College heads are tenured
faculty who teach half time
and who arc released half
time from teaching and other
academic duties so that they
may fulfill the responsibilities
of leading one of the eight
residential colleges," the book
states.
In addition to serving as the
ombudsperson for students in
college. the handbook also
noted compensation for the
position.
Landini said the responsibilities of residential college
head exceed daily classroom

activities and tasks.
"It needs to be someone
who enjoys working with students outside of the classroom," she said.
The residential college
heads function as the overseers of several organizations,
events and programs involved
with their prospective residential colleges and also have
other administrative, advising
and representative duties.
Oliver Muscio, current college head of Richmond College, said his experience as
residential college head was
one that gave him a new perspective on the lives of students.
"You see a different side of
students that you don't see in
the classroom," Muscio said.
"You see all of the demands
they have on their time that
you wouldn't otherwise. like

bow busy and active some
students are."
While Muscio said he is
planning on retirement, he
said he would continue to be
a part of Richmond College.
Muscio and Porter may not
work as college heads next
fall, but Muscio said the goal
of the residential college
heads would remain the same.
The aspirations of college
heads include enriching the
college experience and
encouraging faculty and commuters to become involved in
the residential college system.
Professors interested in
becoming residential college .
heads should attend tbe informational session at 2:30 p.m. ,
Feb. 7, in the Curris Center
Barkley Room.
Robin Phelps can be reached

at robinj.phelps@murraystate.
edu.
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college head is rewarding.
"What I like best is the
interaction with students,"
Landini said.
With students' best interests in mind, the residential
college system continues the
process of choosing the college heads.
After the applications are
received, Landini said the
Search Committee, comprised of students and faculty
from the residential colleges
with vacancies, review the
applications, interview the
applicants. and make recommendations for Don Robertson, vice president of Student
Affairs, to approve or disapprove.
After this step, Robertson
refers the approved names to
University President Randy
Dunn to . make the fmal decision.
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Alumna takes position in institutional advancement
Hailey Kercheval
Contributing writ~r
Murray State University
has added a new member to
its staff.
Catherine Sivills, 35, of
Murray
was
recently
appointed assistant vice
president for institutional
advancement in communications.
Sivills, who grew up in
Mount Vernon, Ill., is a Murray State alumna. She
majored in advertising, and
returned to Murray Slate for
a master's degree in public
administration.
''We are extremely excited

to have her join the team,"
Jim Carter, vice president for
institutional advancement,
said. "She has the skills and
experience we need that will
help build partnerships for
the University," Carter said.
Sivills has worked for
Murray-Calloway County
Hospital since November
1996 as the director of planning and marketing.
"I was responsible for all
of the marketing," Sivills said
via e-mail. "l also facilitated
the
strategic
planning
process, which includes
compiling and analyzing data
so we can determine trends,
strengths and weaknesses,"

she said.
ln her
new position Sivills
said she is
looking
forward to
working
with all of
the staff to
promote
the UniCatherine versity.
Sivills
"1 am
Assistant Vice anxious to
President for get started
Institutional working
Advancement in on ways in
communications which we
can help
•

Staff writer
Murray State and the Murray Fire
Department have been in cooperation
with each other to form the Fire Department Campus Familiarization project
since September 2007.
Assistant Director of Safety and Facilities Management Larry Anderson created
the project in hopes of setting up a better
way for firefighters to become familiar
with every major building on campus.
For three days a month, frrefighters will
take a tour of the major buildings around
campus until every firefighter has been
through each building. Anderson said the
ptoject is mainly for the large number of
new firefighters.
"Most of the older guys have been in all
the buildings over their careers," Anderson said. "A lot of these young guys
haven't been in a lot of these buildings. I
think overall, it's going to be advantageous to the University and to them."
This will be the first project Murray State

and the Fire Department have worked
together to tour every
building on campus.
Anderson said the
tours will familiarize
new firefighters with
where to find the
alarm panels and alert
them sprinkler systems and of any special
hazards like
Michael
propane tanks or
Skinner
chemical storage.
Fire Chief
Firefighters will also
learn the best place to
park their trucks when responding to a
call.
"It helps us in that when they respond

they know where they are going," Anderson sa}d. "It helps them and gives them
confidence that when they walk into
something, they know what is going on."
The Fire Department has to be able to
respond to the entire city, but has made
the campus its primary objective due to

high population, especially in the residential colleges, Murray Fire Department
Chief Michael Skinner said.
Skinner is happy with the opportunity
this program gives the firefighters. Skinner said this progr am is particularly
important because of the new buildings
and architectural upgr ades on campus.
''This is good training between Murray
State and the Fire Department." Skinner
said. "It's important to stay up to par on
where the hookups are and know what's
going on and how they work."
Anderson said he hopes the program
will continue for the next few years, but it
will depend on the firefighter turnover
rate.
Anderson's staff from the Environmental Safety and Health office will also go on
the tours so Anderson can pass on the
program to them when he retires within
the next five months.
The program for this year is projected
to be finished by September.
Jason Morrow can be reached at
jason.morrow@murraystate.edu.
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for this opportunity.
"The University has a
great brand and so much to
be proud of," she said, "mostly, the quality education students are provided."
Sivills is married to Scott
Sivills, whom she met while
attending Murray State.
Together they have three
children: Will, 9, Jackson, 6
and Caroline, 3.
"We are very active in
church and love sports,"
Sivills said. "Our hobbies are
our k"ids right now - they
keep us busy."
Hailey Kercheval can be
reached at hailey.kercheval@
murraystc:tte.edu.
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Firefighters utilize facilities to train,
become familiar with campus buildings
Jason Morrow

promoting Disney:
"Not a hard job, a fun job
because of what the brand
means to people."
Sivills said she is also
teaching this semester at the
University for the first time.
The daughter of a minister
and a teacher, Sivills said
speaking comes naturally.
"I am really enjoying it,"
Sivills said. "I am not sure ifl
will teach every semester...
though I will be interested in
bearing the students' opinions about Murray State and
that will give me a lot of
insight oo my work at the
University."
SiviUs said she is grateful

the University reach the
enrollment goals and other
important strategic goals,"
Sivills said.
"Initially, I will spend
quite a bit of time talking
with faculty and staff about
the Murray State brand.
From these conversat ions. I
will be able to build a SWOT
(Strengths,
Weaknesses,
Opportunities and Threats)
analysis which will assist us
with building our marketing
plan."
Murray State has a rich tradition and many great things to
proclaim, Sivills said. She
compares her new position
promoting the University to
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Across campus
Scholarship deadline quickly approaching
Feb. 1 marks the deadline for incoming freshmen and Murray
State students to submit their scholarship applications.
The Presidential Scholarship interview day and the Murray
State University top academic scholarship selection event will be
held in the Curris Center on Feb. 16.

Rotary ambassadorial applications due
Students wishing to apply for the Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarships from the Murray Rotary Club can now get applications in
the Office of Student Affairs in Ordway Hall.
The scholarship is for the 2009-2010 school year. Applicants
are required to be Kentucky residents and have completed at
least two years of university studies.
Students who are interested are encouraged to contact the
Office of Student Affairs. Application deadline is Feb. 20, 2008.

President Dunn joins social fraternity
Tau Kappa Epsilon announced its newest member WednesdayUniversity President Randy Dunn. Dunn joined the social fraternity to show his support and to help move it toward chartering.
Although Dune will not be an active member, be is considered
to be an honorary member who also receives the full benefits of
being a regular member.

Correction
In the Jan. 18 issue of the The Murray State News. the News
incorrectly reported that Keeth Matheny would replace Michael
Hayes as the offensive coordinator. Michael Hayes will return to
his position as the offensive line coach next season. l'he News
regrets its error.
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Campus, community
remember King

Mia Walters
Staff writer
Almost 40 years after his assassination, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., continues to bring people together to honor
his memory.
On Monday night, more than 100
members of the University and community gathered in the Curris Center to•
celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
This event was sponsored by the City
of Murray Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Celebration Committee and African
American Student Services & Ethnic
Programs.
The celebration began in the Curris
Center Ballroom, with a keynote address
from the Rev. W.G. Harvey, of New
Greater Love Missionary Baptist Church
in Paducah. Ky. His speech focused on
the religious aspect of Dr. King's work.
"I thank God every day for all of the
persons working to make his dream a
reality," he said. "His dream is alive; his
dream will never die."
Don Robertson, vice president of Student Affairs. also spoke at the celebration and ca.lled for action in honor of Dr.
King.
"Our challenge is not to just sit back
and think about the things that Dr. King
stood for, but to get up and promote
them," he said. "This is not just a day of
rest, but a day of action."
.
f"ollowing this speech, along with an
address from Murray major H. Thomas
Rushing many in the audience partici-

..

pated in the commemorative march.
The act of marching is a tribute to Dr.
King because it was a method of peaceful protest that he utilized, Cowann
Owens, president of Alpha Phi Alpha
said.
"Dr. King believed that actions spoke
louder than words," Owens. senior from
Louisville, Ky., said. "If a group of people stand together to march, no matter
the weather, no matter the distance, it
shows unity, support and commitment
to the cause."
Alpha Phi Alpha hosted the community march and, with a police escort, led
the march down 15th Street, over to 16th
Street and back to the Curris Center.
A reception in the Curris Center
Rocking Chair Lounge followed the
march.
To continue the spirit of commemoration that exists at the annual celebration, Alpha Phi Alpha has been working
on plans for a Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., monument for three years, Owens
said.
"lfs happening slowly but surely," be
said. "When we get the monument up I
think it will create a great presence at
the University. It will show the overall
spirit we have for his dream."
MarTcze Hammonds, adviser of
Alpha Phi Alpha. said the monument
will be placed in the grassy area
between Ordway Hall and the Price
Doyle Fine Arts Center.
Mia W alters can be reached at
mia. walters@murraystate.edu.
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The Rev. W.G. Harvey, of New Greater love Missionary Baptist Church, oave a speech durlno the Martin
Luther Kino. Jr., Day ceremony Monday. The celebration was held In the Curris Center.Ballroom.

Events

Students and community members participated in a march after the Martin luther Kino. Jr., Day ceremony
In the Currls Center Monday. Participants were led around campus by members of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity.
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Ashley Hayes scored her l,OOoth career point during Thursday's game. Sheled the team In scoring with 27points. She also tallied seven rebounds.

Tech trounced, Hayes reaches 1,000-point mark
a rhythm Hayes had aircady made
the play of the game.
bl came (into the game} and I was
actually tired," Hayes said. "I've
been having classes all day, but 1 was
like •rve got to have a good game don't let things in my head going.on
affect my game.'"
With an average of 17.6 points per
game, Hayes said she knew six
points was feasible.
"It was in my mind, but I only had
to pull six points to get (1,000), so it
wasn't a big thing" Hayes said. "I was
just out there playing. ... I wasn't

AutumnBoaz
Editor in chief
Counting to 1,000 in increments of
two, and occasionally three, takes a
long time. For junior Ashley Hayes
the task took three years - a time
period much too short for many
players to accomplish the same feat.
Hayes hit the 1,000-point mark
Thursday night after scoring her
third basket of the game en route to
a 67· 55 win against Tennessee Tech.
The guard/forward entered the
game just six points shy of the mark,
and before the players even got into

really focused on it because I knew I
would get it. It was attainable and
everything."
Hayes led Thursday's game with a
career-high 1.7 points. She also
chipped in seven rebounds, while
senior Alaina Lee backed Hayes'
efforts with a 15-point, five rebound
finish for the night.
"Alaina Lee stepped up for this
team tonight," Head Coach Jody
Adams said. "She knew all along that
they were going to play off of her
and let her shoot and she shot the
ball with confidence. And when she

goes out, she's shooting with her feet
set, the ball can go down with the
best of them."
The Racers shot just under 50 percent for the game. out-scoring the
Golden Eagles by 12 points.
Despite falling behind early in the
game and running into multiple lead
changes in the early stage of the con·
test, the Racers were able to estab·
lish a solid lead by the second half,
catapulting the team to its seventh
Ohio Valley Conference win of the
season. The win was the Racers'
fourth straight, putting Murray State

and Samford in a tie for first place in
the OVC.
The women's next game is against
Southeast Missouri State at 4:30 p.m.
Saturday. In Murray State's last
meeting with Samford, the Racer's
defeated the Bulldogs with a 71-68
victory.
During Saturday night's game,
junior Amber Guffey could repeat
Thursday's events by scoring her
1,000 career point. She is 10 points
shy of the mark.
Autumn Boaz can be reached at
autumn.boaz@murrayst:ltc.cdu.

Men follow women, defeat Eagles
Racers win 6th straight game, 5th in OVC
Aaron Weare
Staff writer

Elaine Kight/Tiie

N!'W)

• Senior Ray George leaps up for ashot during Thursday night's game.

Six wins and counting.
The Murray State men's
basketball team won its fifth
Ohio Valley Conference
game in a row, and sixth
game overall with an 81·64
win against Tennessee Tech.
The Golden Eagles jumped
out to a 5·0 lead in the first
minute of the contest.
"At the start of the game it
looked like we had a couple
of guys who looked tired,"
Head Coach Billy Kennedy
said.
"It was too early (in the
game) for guys to be tired. It
didn't look like we had any
zip."
The Racers responded
with a 28-8 run to take a ISpoint lead 10 minutes into the
first half. The Racers held the
Golden Eagles without a field
goal for more than four minutes.

"We had the advantage of
being at home," Kennedy
said.
"When you make a couple
of shots and get going, the
crowd gets into the game.
That was big for us."
After the run, the Racers
never let Tennessee Tech
any closer than seven points
the rest of the game.
·
• Senior Bruce Carter and
junior Tyler Holloway led
the Racers with 21 points
each. Carter also led the team
in rebounding with nine
rebounds.
Sophomore
Danero
Thomas had 11 points, hitting
all three of his three-point
attempts.
"Without a doubt we're
playing our best basketball
right now," Holloway said. "I
think we can still get better
though. From what we've
done in these six gaml.!s, you
can see improvement in
every game. If we keep doing

that, I don't think there's anyone that can stop us but ourselves."
The Racer bench had to
come up big when a few
Racer starters got into early
foul trouble.
"Georges Fotso came into
the game and played really
physical, which I liked,"
Kennedy
said.
"Tarod
(Sanders)
and
Marvin
(Williams) came in and were
big factors. Jewuan Long was
really good on the perimeter
for us.''
Daniel Northern led Tennessee Tech with 19 points.
The Golden Eagles two preseason All-OVC picks played
the part on Thursday.
Tech's Amadi McKenzie
had a double-double, with 10
points and 12 rebounds.
Anthony Fisher scored 16
points, with seven of them
coming from the free-throw
line.
"We knew we had to bold

Fisher and McKenzie down, ..
Kennedy said.
"They didn't have as big a
night as they normally do. It
was part of our game plan
that we executed.''
In light of the six-game
winning streak the difference
in play has been an obvious
change for the Racers.
"It's a whole new mindset
for us," Holloway said.
"Practices are better. walk> .
ing to class is better and wi:
can fell the excitement from
the fans. We feel the excite~:
ment, too. h feels like we're .
getting back to Racer basket.. :
•
ball again."
Murray State's next game •
will be at 2 p.m. Saturdai:
against Southeast Missouri·
State.
.::
The game will be televised:
nationally on ESPN 2.
:; •
Aaron Weare can
rea~cd
~:
aaron. wcare@murraystate::
edu.

lie:

The Sports Line...
TV Events

Murray State Events
~

Monday: ESPN @ 7 p.m.
College Basketball
Louisville at UCONN

Fri: Tennis @ 5 p.m.
Louisville, Ky.
Murray State vs. Louisville

Saturday: Track - TBA
Bloomington, Ind.
Gladstein Invitational

Sunday: FSN @ 6:30 p.m.
College Basketball
No. 3 Duke at Maryland

Thursday: TNT @ 10:30 p.m.
NBA
San Antonio at Pheonix

Saturday: Men's BBall @ 2 p.m.
RSEC
Murray State vs. SEMO

Sat.: Women's BBall @ 4:30 p.m.
RSEC
Murray State vs. SEMO

..
...

...

.

Sunday: ABC @ 1 p.m.
NBA
Boston at Orlando

."
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Critics need
to leave these
stars alone
The Super Bowl is less than two weeks
away, and I could
not be more excited. With that said, I
would like to get a
few things off of
my chest about the
treatment
two
Junior Amber Guffey attempts an acrobatic shot. Guffey averages
future Hall of
20.6 points per oame and will enter the 1000 point club this season.
Famers received
after the conference championship
games Sunday.
Leave LaDainian
Tomlinson
and
Brett Favre alone.
Aaron
After the conferWeare
eoce championship
games, all I've
Staff writer
beard from sports talk radio, television
and my friends is that Tomlinson is a cry
baby. The other problem is people are
and pumped because we're
AutumnBoaz
saying Favre is a choke artist.
Editor in Chief
up early," Hayes said.
Really? l expected more 'OUt of people.
"She's just kind of getting
People are saying Favre is a choke artist
us up and down - getting us
because of his one interception in over- • Sometimes Ashley Hayes
talking and energized. It
would like to press the
time. That interception makes Brett
also includes the conditionFavre's entire body of work as a legend
snooze buuon when her
void after the one pick?
alarm clock goes off in her
ing in those 30 minutes....
(Each day) basketball takes
Before I go any further, let me explain
dark bedroom each mornabout four hours, but it
that I am not a Green Bay Packers fan.
ing.
doesn't feel like it," Hayes
nor do I like Brett Favre. The man is a livThe sun hasn't even risen
said. "Those practice hours
ing legend and anyone can respect what
and Hayes, the women's
are intense - it leaves you
he bas done as the quarterback of the
basketball team's junior
Packers.
'
guard, is about to endure an
drained for the rest of the
day."
Let's take a look at the numbers. The
approximated two-hour
Despite the early routine,
Giants bad the ball on offense for 40 minpractice before most stuthe practice has paid off for
dents on campus even bat
utes of the game. That gave the Packers
the Racers, who as of
offense only 22 minutes. Through the
an eye.
Wednesday held a 12-5
interception in overtime, Favre had
Hayes and her 12 teamrecord. But the time on the
thrown for both of the Packer touchmates meet at the Regional
court has been something
Special Events Center to
downs, including a Packer playoff record
Hayes and her junior team90-yard touchdown pass. The teams also
ring in each morning with a
mate Amber Guffey, in parplayed in wind chills of minus"30 degrees.
full practice led by Head
ticular, have made the most
Apparently the Packer's running game
Coach Jody Adams, whose
of no matter what time of
froze on the tundra of Lambeau Field, as
enthusiasm, players say,
the day.
doesn't seem to be dampthey ran for 28 yards. Against a team with
As of Wednesday, the
a pass rush like the Giants you have to
ened at 5:30 a.m.
run the ball to win.
"The routine in practice
Racer pair was ranked as
the fourth-leading scoring
If the Giants' field goal kicker,
is (Adams) starts off with
duo in the nation in DiviLawrence Tynes, hits a 36-yard chip shot
about 30 minutes of (pracsion I, dishing in a comfield goal. no one says anything about . tice) just getting us going
Favre's inability to fmish off the Giants.
Onto LaDainian Tomlinson. We talk, as
sports fans, about how we wouldn't want
Terrell Ow~ns on our team because he's
a me-first player. And yet when Tomlinson wants to allow his team to play the
better player in the conference championship game, he is a bad guy.
Tomlinson would have been at best 60
percent on Sunday. Tomlinson knew that
fact and thought, I want my team to do
well and we have Michael Turner right
behind me who can start for all but a
handful of teams in the NFL
Let's compare the two high profile
players for the Chargers. quarterback
Phillip Rivers and Tomlinson. Everyone
is pointing to Rivers' surgery that he had
last week so he could play Sunday in Sun·
day's game. Good for Rivers. He's a tough
guy, but did he help the Chargers? His
two interceptions and 41.6 quarterback
rating say no. The CBS color man. Phil
Simms, even talked about how he thought
Rivers didn't look like be was ready to
play.
The NFL is a business and Tomlinson
invests in his knees. Tomlinson has not
missed games in his career, so if he could
·play he would have. With that said, Tomlinson can't afford to tear up his already
weak knee, and end his career. No logical
person should want someone to chance
their livelihood. That's why people are
called fans; it's short for fanatic.

Racers depend
on scoring duo

Aaron Weare is a staff writer at The
·Murray State News. E-11Ulil comments co
aaron. weare@murraystate.edu.

..

photos by Elaine KightfThe News

Junior Ashley Hayes ooes up for a three-point shol Hayes is second on the team in scorlfl9.
bined 37.9 points per game.
Before Thursday's game
the pair was ranked in the
top three on the Ohio Valley Conference's scoring
list with Guffey leading the
way in first place with 203
points per game and Hayes
following closely behind in
third place with 17.6 points
per contest.
Both women said individual statistics were not
something they often
thought about. The only
number that seems to matter is the number at the
end of each game - the
score. To get a favorable
score at the end of each
contest, however, the
women said each player
has to know what's expected of her.
"I attribute my scoring to
just being a competitor, just
getting out there, wanting
to win and doing whatever
it takes," Hayes said. "If

File Photo

Senior Yuri Pompeu returns a shot at practice.

you have to carry the load,
then I'm up for it. If somebody's having a bad shooting night and they want to
get(the ball) to me, then
that's fine because somebody's got to pick up the
slack somewhere."
With an intense Adams on
the sideline, Guffey said
she's constantly reminded
what her next move should
be.
"Somebody's got to
score," Guffey !'aid. "She's
told me that I had to shoot
the ball, but I also knew
that I had to (this year)."
With an average of 13
points per game, Guffey
was the second leading
scorer on the team last season behind former Racer
standout Joi Scott. Hayes
followed Guffey with 12.5
points per game.
After finishing second
last season in the OVC
tournament after a heart-

breaking two-point loss to
Southeast Missouri State,
the team is determined to
get a second shot at the
championship. Last season,
the team played without
Scott after the senior suffered a season-ending
injury near the end of th~
regular season.
'
"Most of us played
together (in the tournament) last year when Joi
got hurt, so that helped us,"
Guffey said.
With about six weeks left
in the regular seas()n, the
pair has 11 games to overtake the No. 1 spot for the
highest scoring duo in the
nation. But more importantly. the women have ll
games to lead their team to'
an OVC regular season
title.
Autumn Boaz can be
rc.'ached at autumn.boaz
@m~rraystatc.edu.

Men's tennis opens at Louisvill~
Alison Mugler
Contributing Writer

ty of Louisville.

Year after year, the Murray State tennis t~am opens
the season with a challenging match against a nationally ranked men's tennis
team from the University
of Louisville, and year after
year the Racers return for
more.
Some wonder why a
team would start the season with such a challenging
match, but to Head Coach
Mel Purcell, it is vital to
begin the season this way.
"It is so important to
start the season with a battle like this," Purcell sa.id.
"No one wants to start the
season off with an easy victory. That is what a match
like this is for. It gives our
guys that extra push to perform their best, so when
conference play arrives,
they arc ready."
The Racers will open the
2008 season today, competing again against the
nationally ranked Universi-

''Louisville is normally
ranked during the preseason, so I think it is going to
be a really good team to
open up with. It gets the
guys fired up to play the
upcoming season," Purcell
said.
With· the loss of two
standout players from last
season, Dmytro Hryhorash
and the 2007 Ohio Valley
Conference Player of the
Year, Fadi Zamjaoui, this
year's team is taking a different approach, utilizing a
wc;ll·balanced group of
four seniors, one sophomore and three freshmen.
"Our guys this year arc
going to have to step up
and just play better," Purcell said. "Hopefully our
four seniors can keep
working h:~rd to fill these
spots we have lost."
Nick Ksiczopolski is one
of the seniors pushing to
fill the shoes of last year's
standouts. He said although
the
competition
in
Louisville will be difficult,

the team enjoys competing
against a team like
Louisville to jump-start the
long-awaited season.
"It will be exciting to
play Louisville again and it
will be good to finally get
out on the court after such
a long off-season of traint
ing," Ksiezopolski said.
"Although this year ilf
much different from last
year, I feel like our guys
can dig deep to make up fo~
the talent we lost."
•
With the Racers hom~
opener scheduled for
March 25, Purcell is looking
forward to what the 2008
season has in store for thJ
team.
I
"It is hard to tell what the
season is going to be like
bi!cause we need certain
individuals to step up,7
Purcell said.
"All I ask is for the tea
to work hard and represcn~
Murray State in a first cla$8
fashion."
rc:
Alison Muglcr can ~
reached at aHson.muglEf
@murraystate.edu
1
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All Athletics
• 1 pair $24.99
• 2 pair $39.99

Ladies Dress
• 1 pair $12.99
• 2 pair $24.99
• 5 pair $59.99

Ladies Boots

• 1 pair $19.99
• 2 pair $34.99

'

UNIVERSIGfCf' University Barber Shop
E>ARE>ER
Cuts for all ages
SH()J)

men, women, and children

· $11.00 and up·

Men's shaves. and
Tanning Packages anilablel
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Walk-ins accepted
Appointments
· Prefered

$25 Monthly Unlimite·d Tanning
or 10¢ Per Minute

• Call for Evening Tanning Appointments
• MSU Student Discount
• Military Discount
105 N. 16th Street
(270) 753-1953
Murray, Ky

Tuesday - Friday
8 a.m.· 5 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 12 p.m
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Boat show
provides
activity for
outdoor fans

Racers prepare to face Southeast Missouri
..

$teve Miller

~ports Editor

: The Murray State men's basket·
~aU team will play in front of a
Taational audience Saturday when it
~osts Southeast Missouri for the
second time this season. But before
steps into the spotlight of the
SPN 2 cameras, the women's team
1 s business of its own to take care
f.
Both the men's and women's
earns traveled to the Show Me
enter of Southeast Mjssouri and
eft with victories earlier this
lJnonth. The men's team handed the
,_edhawks their first Ohio Valley
J.;onference lost after starting (>-0.
e 79-51 blowout sent the Lwo
ams in opposite directions. The
cers won their next four games
l)llhile the Redhawks lost their next
!four. relinquishing the second·
l'lace spot in the OVC to the Rac:Crs.
~ "I never thought we'd beat SRMO
iaS bad as we did," Head Coach Bill
~ennedy said. "I knew that with our
styles of play, we could score on
them. We did a great job of
rebounding, and when we had open
shots we hit them."
In addition to the proficient
offense, the defense was just as
impressive. The Racers held SEMO
to a season low 25 percent from the
field on 15-of-60 shooting.
The Redhawks will be without
one of thier team leaders for the
game. Senior forward Brandon
Foust suffered a knee injury in a
game against Austin Peay. The
injury will sideline Foust for the
rest of the season. Foust averaged
il.6 points and 6.4 rebounds pe.r
game.
Despite the absence of Foust,
Kennedy said the Racers still have
their work cut out for them.
"You lose your best player, and
Edgar (SEMO head coach) has a
young group, so that's a big adjust·
ment," Kennedy said in a press con·
ference. "Although Foust was only
averaging 11 or 12 points per game,
he's a fifth-year senior and they
haven't really recovered from that.
It'll still be a tough game on Satur·
day."
The previous women's meeting
was a closer game. The Racers
defeated the Redhawks 71-68 in the
first meeting since the heartbreak·
ing loss in the title game oflast sea~
: on's OVC Tournament. It was
Murray State's first win at the Show

~

~

Freshman Jewuan Lono drives In the lane passino his defender aqalnst Indiana South Bend.
Me Center in its last nine tries.
Head Coach Jody Adams said she
was satisfied with her team's determination in the dogfight against
one of its biggest rivals.
"Our defcn:;e generated our
offense," Adams said in a pres::; conference. "We made defensive
adjustments throughout the game. I
am so proud of this team. They
could have just shut us down, but
their ability to fight through it and
make the changes for the whole 40
minutes - I couldn't be any proud·

Trac~ team prepares

er.'"
Adams was quick to contest that
the win was solely drive n by
revenge.
"I thought our kids played well
(at SEMO on Jan. 7)," Adams said, "I
thought they were hungry. not just
because of what happened last rear.
You use that to drive the team, to
remind them that they did take
something from us, and they
deserved it"
Whether the feat c.an be repeated
is yet to be determined.

"SEMO plays well on the road
(6-0 in OVC road games)," Adams
said. "They just won at Tennessee
Tech. It was a close game until the
very end. On a ny given night, any·
bod y can bent anybody, I just hope
that our tc:~m will be prepared to
get another Win."
T he women will get their chance
5:30 p.m. Saturday. T he men will
fo ll"w at 7:30 p.m.
Stew~ Miller cun be reached at
steven.miller(wn1urraystate.edu.

to compete in first spring event
1

Racers head to Bloomingto11 Invite,
Chavis uses meet to evaluate season
Sarah Tinsley
Staff writer

~
~ophomore Brittany Davies runs around the Stewart Stadium Track. The
~acer track team will head to Indiana to run In the Goldstein Invitational.

Immanuel Lutheran
Church
Comer of 15th and Main
Aaoss from SparkS Hall

The track team will travel today to
Bloomington, Ind.. to compe te in the
Goldstein Invitational, hosted by Indiana
University.
The meel will not be scored, but Head
Coach Dcreck Chavis said he is still hmking forward to the event.
"I'm really excited about this weekend,"
Chavis said.
"There is always some really good com·
petition and I think we're ready to com·
pete."
The squad participated in the invita·
tional la.o;t season as well. Although no
official scores wen~ posted, Chavis was
satisfied with his team's performance and
expects this year's match to be even bet·
ter.
"This year I feel like we're deeper and
stronger in events," Chavis said.
"Wc've made a lot of progress as a team
since then.
"We've even made progress since our
first meet this season against Southern
(Illinios)," Chavis said.
The squad has been training to improve
its skills, but Chavis doesn't expect his
team to perform perfectly at the match.
"We're not going to be at our best,"
Chavis said. "I don't know how other
teams do it, but basically everything we
do is just an evaluation point until conference. W c train mainly for that."
Chavis predicts the team will still have
a good showing in Indiana despite the fact
it is not performing at the top uf its game.

Messages
AM 1340

Sunday at 9 a.m.

Wednesday Lenten service
service scarana feb. 6 at 7:15p.m.
Dlnne'r At 6 p.m.

l

" W e have some very prumising new
recruits and some developed athletes that
should really come together and do well,"
Chavis said.
As for looking to sec some stand-out
players. Chavis said his team is pretty
wcll· rounded, but there arc some women
spectators should keep their eyes on.
''Shamcka Dial tmd Dominique Robinson were No. 1 and 2 in weights, so 1 look
for them to bring something," Chavis said.
"Taylor Crawford was All-conference
aud usually performs very well, along
with Alicia Tempel w ho had a really great
year last year."
"Also, Maggie Md{lty started off with a
personal best, so J think we've progressed
and will do fine:·
T he team also has some freshman who
may bring some new life to the group.
Chavis said he put:; f:tith not only in his
seasoned veternns, but in the young team
members as well.
"T hese new fresh men should really
b ring something too," Chavis said.
"Audris Williams sprinted and jumped
really well in the last event and I really
loo k forward to seeing what Ambe r Mills
can do."
"We've just got s ome good talent
rhruughout and some coming in. So, we'll
hope for the best this weekend."
The Racers' next match will lead them
back to Indiana University, where they
will compete in the Indiana Relays in
Bloomington. T he event is scheduled for
Feb. 1·2.
Surah Tinsley can be reached at
suralt.linsley@mttrraystate.edu.

,Joutl~liJoods

This is a torturous time of year for outdoor-oriented sportspersons. It's a time
when just about every outdoorsman ~s
climbing the walls, thinking and dreaming about outdoor activities when weather temperatures become more comfortable. Luckily, the Paducah Boat, SpoJ:t
and Travel Show is held just at the right
time of year.
Last weekend's Boat Show held at the
Regional Special Events Center was a
good appetizer to the bigger show in Paducah, Ky., this weekend. A variety of vendors from more than a dozen states offer
tackle, resort destinations, marine repair
and an emporium of shopping choices at
the Paducah EXPO Center.
The show casts a ..------ --;
wide net, not only
catering to the
interest of hunters
and anglers, but to
campers. hikers,
outdoor photographers and even
scuba
divers.
There arc attractions for everyone.
For the price of a
movie. you can
enjoy a whole day
of entertainment at
an outdoors show.
Although I have
Steve
not attended the
Miller ,
show in Paducah,
all outdoors shows Outdoor columnist
I have been to
share common themes.
It has always been a tradition to go to
at least one outdoor show a year with my
buddies to experience the exciting atmos·
phere. We save our money and haggle
over the price of a bag of plastic or
worms or a rod and reel until we are su~
we are getting the best deaL
We seem to have outgrown the kid
trout fishing pond, but it is tempting to
try to get in line with the young 'uns an~
catch a quick fish. Instead we check o~t
the "big-boy toys," like the newest boats,
ATVs, Trucks, etc.
It's always fun to handle the new~t
outdoor products first band, instead (!f
seeing them in a magazine or on a com•mercial. You can talk with the m:mufactures about products you like and ones
that you don't,
.
There is an abundance of lodges aod
outfitters ready to help you plan your
next trip • or at least dream of one. Some
destinations are dose by, while others
are exotic and unfamiliar such as Costa
Rica sport fishing trips or big game hunts
in Africa.
.
There will be, as usual, numerous
expert-led seminars both on hunting and
fLShing that can offer you tips on being
more successful in your outdoor pursuits.
You can pick up free catalogs from a
manufacturer to browse while you w;~it
for the warmth of spring. Perhaps ypu
need to restock your tackle box. Tjle
show is a good place to do it because tJte
sales in the off-season are hard to beat
and many vendors run show specials.
Shows also offer the opportunity to
mingle with fellow enthusiasts. You share
experiences, information and reviews •of
products or outfitters with one another.
If none of the above peaks your inte.r ·
est, at least you will be getting out of tbe
house and spending time in an environ·
ment that has everything an outdoorsmlJn
needs except woods and water.
.
You can get a taste of summer in the
middle of winter at an outdoors show. As
I was driving around Kentucky Lake and
Land Between the Lakes this past week,
the open waters below the bridges were
teasing me. The sun was shining, the
water was calm, but the heater in ll!Y
truck was working bard to keep me
warm.
I decided to stop at Kenlake and take
few casts in the frigid weather. The brisi;
wind bitting my face was a cruel.
reminder that spring is still a distanl•
thought. After losing feeling in my fingert
and cheeks, I decided this weekend's out;.
doors show would be a better alternative·
until the weather warms.
••
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Steve Miller is the outdoor columnist
and sports editor at The Murray Stf!t~
News.
E-mail
comments
: ni\
steven.miller@murraystate.edu.
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JOIN CAMP SOUTMWOOOS AND HAVE THE BEST SUMMER OF YOUR LFEI
Soulhwoods Is a oo-ed residential children's camp in 1he Adirondack Mcx.rltails cl New
York. Southwoods is seeking ENTHUSIASTlC, ENERGETIC, AND FUN LOVING
Individuals to make a positive ifTllact on a dlild's ~. Positions are avcilable In 1he •,
areas of: cabin specialists, athletics, out-<Xlor adventlxe, aeative ard perlormilg arts, :
water sports, etc. For more information about an arnazi-lg soomer experience dlecX.:
out our website at WNN.southwoods.axn or oontact us at 1-888-449-3357.
·:
On campus Interviews scheduled for February 111h & 121h.
•
PI~ oontact Brooke Harris Wiles, of 1he Career Serkes Office, at271)..8()9.3117 in
order to reserve and interview time slot ll'ltei'Vievlls are first oome, fil'st serve so OOhtact
Career Services toda I
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Each week, The News will pick five of the top plays In Racer athletics. To submit aplay to be considered for Hot Shots, contact Aaron
Weare at aaron.weare®murraystate.edu

......

Elaine Ki[ilit/The News

..

Junior Ashley Hayes became the 16th Murray State
women's player to enter the 1.000 point club against
Tennessee Tech Thursday night Hayes tied a career
high with 27 points. She also grabbed a game-high
seven rebounds. Hayes is now In l4th place on Murray
State's career scoring record.

~·

•.

phu1os by l'aul Rotladay l'/11c News

Junior Tyler Holloway scored his season high against an Ohio Valley Conference opponent with 21 points against Tennessee Tech on Thursday.

Senior Bruce Carter led the team in both scoring and rebounding against the
Golden Eagles Thursday with 21points and nine rebounds.

..
Junior Kevin
Wltbrodt led the
rifle team in the
Newkirk lnvita·
tiona! Tourna·
ment January
19·20,
In
Cookeville ,
Tenn. Wltbrodt
was second-best among all shooters.
with a 587 out of apossible 600 in air
rifle and m out of 600 in smallbore.
The team placed first overall In the
tournament with a score of 4615.

Elaine Kight/ The News

Senior soccer player Sarah Struve was selected as one
of six students to receive the 2007..08 Ohio Valley Con·
terence Scholar-Athlete Award. The soccer team was
also recognized for achieving the highest GPA among
all NCAA-Division 1schools, with an average GPA of 3.61.
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Racer Girls go to Nationals
Staff Report
The Murray State Racer
Girls traveled to Orlando,
Fla. this past weekend to
compete in their National
Tournament.
'Twenty-three teams
competed in Division 1-A.
Out of the 23 participants,

ll teams were selected to
compete in the finals.
Murray State was not
selected.
Racer Girls Director
Venita Avery was pleased
with the whole experi·
ence of the trip.
"The Racer Girls had a
wonderful time," she said.

"It was a great experi·
ence. We learned some
moves. The Racer Girls
would like to thank the
entire Murray State community for their support.
They wouldn't have been
able to participate and
have their dream of going
to Nationals come true."

file photo

Senior Kevin Wltbrodt sets his sights on his target down-range. The Racers won the Newkirk Invitational last weekend.

Rifle·team wins invitational
Staff Report
The Murray State Rifle
team took the win at the
Newkirk Invitational in
Cookeville, Tenn. last
weekend.
The Racers took first
place in the smallbore
competition with a 2,299

score out of 2,400. In the
air rifle competition. the
Racers took second
place, behind Jacksonville State, with a
score of 2.316. The Raeers marked an aggregate
(overall) score of 4,615 to
win the Invitational.
Junior Kevin Witbrodt ·

had a tournament· best
aggregate score of 1,164.
Witbrodt placed second
in both the smallbore
and air rifle individual
sections of the Invita·
tiona!. Senior Dan Bel·
luzzo had an aggregate
score of 1,160 to be the
No. 2 shooter overall.

Jacksonville State finished second in the tournament with an aggregate score of 4,601. The
host team, Tennessee
Tech came in third place
with a team score of
4,526, to round out the
scores for the Ohio ValIcy Conference teams.

fill' photo

•
The Racer Girts perform at abasketball game. The Racer girlscompeted In the Nationals last weekend.
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Co~ne

JoHN Su TTON BAND

TUESDAY F EB 5
ERIC CANTRELL AND
CROSSFIRE

Need CASH

FOR
Your Organization's
Event?

THURSDAY FEB7
HOOSIER DADDY
Check Band Listings and Menu At '
www.blgapplemurray.com
'

'

10% MSU STUDENT DISCOUNT •

'

k_._
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..
~

'

'
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'

~~

SANDWICHES • BBQ • SOUPS
BEST SALADS lN TOWN

'

BURGERS & FRIES • GREAT DESSERTS
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..,.,..,
Behind Cheri Theatres
bigapplemurray.com

.,..

~

II.

'!

11:,
'

~

. '
Br1nns
Full Service Garage

• Brakes • Tune ups • Oil Changes •
• A/C Service • Tires ·Batteries •
• Belts • Alternators • Radiatior Flush •

Free Estimates
Ask about our free transporatlon policy
Monday - Friday 8 am. • &.30 p.m. and 8elurday 8 a.m. - 1:30 p.M.
(270) 759-0003 507 S. 12th Street • Murray, KY
1' h c (; o I d c n I< •de is () u r Po I i <.: \
Free Pickup/l)cli\Tr~· and~· Hide to Can1pus!
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Colin lee, junior from OWensboro, Ky., demonstrates the Hawkman face. Participants who are shown this face are supposed to drop to the ground immediately.

.. .

Secret
game has students falling all over themselves
.

Whitney Harrod
Staff writer

: :pisclaimcr: Once you read
you wiU have
known the rules. Knowing
the "rules means you're automatically in and there's no
way out.
Be prepared. Unsuspecting
individuals walking across
campus may flash you the
bird.
Hawkman, also known as
Btraman, is a game that has
:iJ,read across the Murray
State campus within the last
year:
• :If a person inverts his or
h~ hands over his or her
lace to resemble a bird-like
mask and makes direct eye
contact with another person,
the game is in play. The victim must stop whatever he or
she is doing, no matter the
location, and drop flat on the
ground.
He or she will then get up
and go on with the day's routine until another Hawkman
encounter arises.
' Colin Lee, junior from
Owensboro, Ky .. said the
receiver has the option of
biocking the attack with a
d~fense mechanism called a
parascope.
"The only way to prevent
the game is to take guard,"
James Shaheen, freshman
from Collierville, Tenn., said.
"You must walk around mak·
iilg a circle with one of your
_parids placed over your eye.
Sometimes it becomes an
th~article,

awkward psychological
game."
Shaheen introduced the
game to Murray after he
toured w1th his band, Inches
from Eden. His band learned
of and played the game with
members of Horizontal
Orange, a band from Fulton,
Ky.
He said audience members
were confused when they
didn't know why band mem·
hers were randomly falling
on the stage during a show.
When Shaheen came to
Murray State last fall, he told
the story to Lee. From then
on, the game spread like
wildfire.
Shaheen said he does not
know the extent of the popularity of the game in areas
outside of Murray.
Lee said Hawkman is
played mostly by residents of
Clark College, but continues
to grow exponentially
throughout campus.
"There's rumors that the
Romans used to play it," Shaheen said.
lee said if someone
inquires about the rules of
Hawkman, the person is
required to participate in the
game from that point on, or
will be looked down upon.
People who don't know
about the game, just don't
pia}'·
Lee said it's a game that
people must witness being
played before the rules can
be explained. He said some
of his friends know about the

... ..
...
...........

-

game, but choose not to fall
to the ground. Lee said he
considers them party poop·
CIS.

"You're basically looked
down upon if you choose to
ignore the game," Shaheen
said. "Ignoring someone's
birdman is as disrespectful as
cheating on a girl."
Some people have known
about the game for years. but
never knew the name. Ryan
Mimms. junior from Lewisburg, Ky., said he remembers
playing the game in grade
school. He said the rules
haven't changed much from
then to now.
"The object of the game is
to trick someone into looking
into your circle so you can
pound them," Mimms said.
The game can also cause
embarrassment.
Lee said he was participat·
ing in the game when a group
of parents were touring campus. He received awk-ward
stares and decided not to
explain the situation to the
visitors.
Lee has tau~ht everyone he
knows about Hawkman. The
game usually receives a posi·
tive reaction. He played the
game with his family over
Thanksgiving break. Lee said
his family members were
falling out of their chairs at
Thanksgiving dinner.
"If I spend time with someone or sit next to them in
class, or think that Hawkm:m
is a game that they will
enjoy, then I teach it to

Lee and friends demonstrate the different states of the game.
them," Lee said. "It's one of
those mysterious legends
that you don't really know
how it developed."
Even professors play the
game.
Last semester, Holly God·
dard Jones, assistant profcs-

sor of english and philosophy, hawked Lee through a
classroom window. Jones
learned of the game when
her creative writing workshop began with the sharing
of interesting stories that had
happened to students over

the past week.
Lee shared his discovery of
the rules of Hawkman. Later
in the semester, Jones sue·
cessfully hawked Lee.
"The game is fun because
it's all about the honor code,"
Jones said. "You respond out
of obligation because you are
part of a larger group."
A similar, but more complicated, game is called the
dart game. If a person
receives eye contact from
another person, then he or
she must blow an invisible
poison arrow, causing the
receiver of the arrow to fall
to the ground. Unlik,e Hawkman, the dart game requires
someone to remove the dart
in order for the victim to rise
from the floor.
"With the dart game, people will be shot and ride the
elevator up and down," Lee
said. "This game is more
intense than Hawkman."
Both Shaheen and Lee said
they practice Hawkman several times day.
On average, Shaheen said
he is hawked two to three
times a day and hawks others
about five times a day. Lee
said he practices Hawkman
about 10 times a day.
Congratulations. You have
successfully been inducted
into the Hawkman hall of
fame. Your task: go induct
more people. Good luck
hawking.
Whitney Harrod can be

reached at whiney.harrod@
murraystate.edu.
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Photo'; by S.uah Bc,lnPJTitt• New~

Katie Remlnoton. senior from Barlett. Tenn., works with Elizabeth Dewey, oraduate student from Paducah, Ky. Remington Is one of the personal trainers
available for hire throuoh the wellness center.

ReminQton and Dewey work on weight training. Many students are hitting
the gym to get In shape for the upcoming bathinQ suit season.

New year motivates students to shed holiday weight
Ashley Henson
Staff writer
The crowds around elliptical machines and the various
• s h:tdcs of iPod armbands arc
back. It's tht~t time l>f year
when students make bets with
themselves about losing holiday weight before Spring
Break.
With less than two months
before many students embark
on various tropical getaways,
the wdlness center is busier
than ever.
This binge. however, is
short-lived and is almost
alwars over by April, with
traffic on the treadmill taking
a plunge around spring.
Chase Karnes, junior from

Paducah, Ky., is a certified
personal trainer by the
National Strength and Conditioning Association and helps
students pace themselves to
work off holiday weight.
"The majority of holiday
weight comes from slacking
on nutrition habits that one
wouh.l
normally
have
throughout the year," Karnes
said. "When people realize
they put on those five or
seven pounds, they try to
over-do it as soon as the holidays are over."
Kames said he believes students need to avoid getting
burned out on working out in
order to keep a healthy
lifestyle.
"Most students who are los-

ing weight for Spring Break
don't even make it a few
weeks," Karnes said. WThe
best way to pace it is to reevaluate their dietary needs
and make changes. There are
168 hours in a week. lf someone works out two to four
hours a week and changes
their nutritional habits. it
would be more effective."
Like many freshml!n, Kelly
Co.lonna from Collierville,
Tenn., said she is still learning
about campus and wanted to
take advantage of all its
amenities upon her return to
school this semester.
She said :;he was surprised
to find the increase in exercising after the holidays.
"I guess people do feel the

'Tuestfay !Fe
8 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Curris Center 'Ba{{room
~ree
Sponsoretf 6y: SqJZL, Qi!l.tJJ,

-

& ~

strain of losing holiday
weight,"
Colonna
said.
"There are always a ton of
people in the wellness center
at any time of day. Now that
the holiday season is over,
everyone is in a hurry to get
slim again for swimsuit season."
According to Health Man·
agement Resources, not
everyone gains enormous
amounts of weight during the
holidays, but the few pounds
that the majority of the popu·
lation does gain adds up
between September and january. This js why people feel
the need to lose it fast.
Losing weight, however, is
something the National Institutes of Health say a large

percentage of the population
cannot do quickly.
This
excess weight is not just a
holiday phenomenon - it has
led to one third of Americas
being overweight, with another third being obese.
According to a new report
by Trust for America's
Health, Kentucky holds the
seventh-highest rate of adult
obesity and the third-highest
rate of overweight youths in
the country.
This rate is still rising but
not just in the Bluegrass State.
Every state experienced an
increase within the past year
according to the report.
This report also found that
Washington, D.C. holds the
No. l spot for the percentage

of overweight children with
22.8 percent. The lowest percentage was found in Utah.
Eight of the top 10 states with
the highest rates were found
in the South.
Colonna said her home
state of Tennc•ssee being No.
5 on the adult obesity chart
was not a surprise.
"1 feel that southern states
definitely have more of u
weight problem," Colonna
said. "Southern cooking takes
a toll on the youth and the
adults in the are:1, and I think
sparks a lot of the New Year's
resolutions involving weight
loss:·
Ashley Henson can be
reached at ashley.henson@
murraystate.edu.
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Alumna's ·wish granted·

Cruise line offers students opportunity
to see favorite musicians perform live

Staffreport
What's it like to have
the entire world watch
you laugh, cry and freak
out on national television?
Murray State alumna
Britney Lewzader, from
Gilbertsville, Ky., knows
flrst-hand
after
her
appearance on the NBC
game show "Deal or No
Deal"
which
aired
Wednesday night.
Lewzader participated
in an episode from the
"Million Dollar Mission"
series the show was holding in which producers
add an additional $1 million case for each episode
the top prize isn't won.
When she appeared on
the show, Lewzader had
nine out of 26 cases worth
$1 million.
Although
Lewzader
didn't take home $1 million. she did win $471,000,
more than enough to
achieve her goal of purchasing health insurance

Charlotte Kyle
Staff writer
It is easy to fantasize
about warmer horizons
and personal luxury
when traipsing through
the puddles of a rainy
Murray morning.
It is ideal to daydream
about swoon-worthy
musicians serenading
you in an intimate setting when, in reality,
you're sitting in class
listening to your professor drone on and on
about smart dead peo·
plc.
Sixthman, LCC knows
this, and that is why
2001i marks the introduction of more musicthemed cruises to their
line-up. Headquartered
in Atlanta, Ga., Sixthman focuses on creating, marketing and com·
mercially developing
mus i cally-driven
lifestyle events.
The Rock Boat, Si.xthman's original cruise,
set sail for its eighth
year last weekend.
Departing from Miami,
Fla., on the Carnival
Imagination,
guests
were treated to shows
by artists like Sister
Hazel, Marc Broussard,
Toad the Wet Sprocket
and Josh Kelley.
Not only do cruisegoers get to see these
unique concerts, they
are also able to interact
with the musicians in
what could be considered the ultimate fan
experience.
This year's Rock Boat
gave Sixthman the
opportunity to present a
surprise gift for those
who had participated in
more than three cruise
events. A handful of
artists collaborated on
the cruise to do an .....
exclusive show for
those
alumni,
unplugged and featur-

John Mayer Is headlining on the Mayercraft Carrier, a cruise ship beginning Feb. 1. Mayer
performed at Murray State last February.
ing cover songs performed after only a few
rehearsals.
Amanda
Nichols,
sophomore
from
Fairdale, Ky., said she
would love taking a
music-themed cruise if
the right artist were
booked.
"(If the Red Hot Chili
Peppers did a cruise) I
think I would beg for
money to sec them,"
Nichols said. "You
would be able to meet
the artists and spend
time with them.
It
would be a great experiencl'.''
John Mayer, who performed in Murr~y last
February, is hosting hLc;
own cruise next month.
The musical three~ay
Caribbean cruise leaves
Feb. 1 from Miami. The
cruise, known as the
Mayercraft Carrier. also
features Brandi Carlile,
Martin Sexton. Brett
Dennen
(who per-

formed in Murray with
Guster last October)
and Colbic Caillat.
Cabin rates start at
$699 per person, plus
$99 for taxes, gratuities.
port fee~ and ticketing.
Because it is a large
expcn~e for college students, some may have
problems affording the
experience.
Jacnb Huff, freshman
from Utica, Ky., said he
would be willing' to put
back money for a cruise.
"1 usually don't do a
lot of extra curricular
activities; 1 don't spend
a lot of money on
unnecessary things, so
this would be (something to save for)," Huff
said. "If you're disciplined enough. you can
save the money."
Huff said he would
prefer a country music
cruise, maybe featuring
Taylor Swift.
While some may only
participate if the right

band or artist is performing, there are others who would participate no matter the circumstance.
Shelby
Goodlad,
freshman fwm Franklin,
Ky., said the idea for the
cruises reminds her of
I!Vents in her former
hometown of New
Orleans, La.
"1 love music but I
don't know artists,"
Goodlad said. u(ln New
Orleans) we have Jazz
Fest and it is all sorts of
mus1c1ans. I imagine
that sort of mix would
be even more fun on a
boat."
While the opportunity to participate in
many of these cruises
has long since set sail,
there will surely be
more in the future
students to get on
board.
Charlotte Kyle can be
reached at charlotte.kyle
@murraystate.edu.
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ly.
"I'm completely happy
with the way it turned
out," Lewzader said. "I
said no regrets before I
went into it, and I don't
havc any."
Lcw:zadcr and her busband hosted a viewing
party Wednesday at the
Benton County Club in
Benton, Ky .. for friends
and family members.
She said watching the
suspense on everyone's
face was well worth having to keep how much she
won a secret.
"When I cried, they
cried," Lewzader said.
"When I laughed, they
laughed.
It was like
everyone was experieocing it with me and it was
like I was experiencing it
all over again."
At one particularly
emotional point in the
game, Lcwzader began
crying after turning down

was
worried
people
would think she was selfish because she wanted to
try to win more money.
"1 was so completely
humbled by the opportunity and the last thing 1
wanted was for people to
think 1 was selfish by not
taking
the
money,"
Lewzader said.
Lewzader walked away
with enough money to'
start a family and then
some. She said she bas·
plans for the money but
will not make any final
decisions until she speaks ·
with the financial adviser ·
she hired after the show.
She said she and her
husband were interested
in purchasing new vehicles and building a house,
but their top priority is
starting a family.
Said l.ewzader: "First
and foremost, we've got to
get going with this baby
plan."

1

Photo courtt~y NBC Studio-;

Britney lewzader took home $471,000 in winnings from her appearance on "Deal or No Deal."

Will you be one of the lucky
students invited to
participate???

Go to School in Style with

IT's Coming! Watch For it!
Check your mail
and vour

Murray State Email

For your invitation.
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Childhood past-time returns
Cody Arant
Contributing writer

Nearly every home in America has one. Some arc
on shelves. Some are shoved under beds. A surprising number are in cabinets under stairs. That's right,
it's the board game collection.
From ancient games like chess to contemporary
classics like Life and Monopoly and new favorites
like Apples to Apples, there is a board game for
everyone.
Board games are not just for kids. They arc seeing
a huge boost in popularity among college students
Meredith Stevenson, sophomore from Madisonville,
. Ky., said. Stevenson said she finds time to play
board games at least once every few weeks.
"I like the competition and the
~4'..A
change of pace from the monotony
~~:_.
of just watching TV and studying,"
, Jill ...~
Stevenson said.
tf""'.
~.:~
A recent trend has been to
ot4
revitalize classic board games to
fiwt... I tw• compete for the attention of a
generation raised on
video games. A
common tactic
is to include a
DVD component to games.
Bryan Klump, sophomore from
Owensboro, Ky., said he recently
played Clue with a DVD.
"That was sort of cool," Klump
said. "Board games with DVD companions make the game more interesting and visual."
Another use for DVDs with board
games is to give players more than
just dice, pawns and cards.
The movie trivia game Scene It,

#:

'

for example, is popular among large groups because
it can be played in teams with any number of people.
Both Stevenson and Klump listed trivia games
among their favorite games. They said the DVD
games are more appealing than reading questions off
of cards.
Some games, like Monopoly and Scrabble, can
even be found on the Internet or purchased for the
computer.
"You can't play Monopoly just moving pieces .
around a board," Klump said. "If somebody goes
bankrupt 1 want to see them go bankrupt."
Another reason games appeal to college students is
the social aspect, Lindsay Burris, senior from Mount
Vernon, Ill.. said..
MI like games where you can play with a lot of people," Burris said. "When you have a lot of people,
you get to laugh a lot.''
The next time you find yourself stuck on a Tuesday night with nothing to do, consider putting down
the remote and picking up some dice. Unless, of
course, you're playing a DVD game, in which case
feel free to keep the remote at hand.
Cody Arant can be reached at
cody.arant@murraystate.edu.

Photos courtesy images.google.com
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Two weeks after receiving his diploma~ he
members, including three from Murray State, of the Women's Educational Empowerment Project (WEEP) for Southern Sudan, a non-profit organization he began
in April2007. His objective was to improve his country by educating Sudanese
girls.
Outdated gender roles traditionally have restricted Sudanese women to their
homes with familial duties. As a result, only an estimated 12 percent of them can
read while the literacy rate for men is 37 percent, a gap which Kwai
wishes to close
seeking edlilctdA

~

1987," he said. "It was realfor me to meet and
... Coming back to this place is
• • heart forever.... 1 willAever forget rGkuma in any way."
IIUI!I:MWn:er.,Dlu.al.Abcho bad not seen her brother in 10 yean when he
-~the dbor of her mu~tr~ed by a team of American students.
was lA if someone had died and then had risen again from the dead." sfAe

.._...,....,..

said.

Akech has lived hi tlie camp with several other children since 20()2. ~
are still sCattered across the world, eitberliving in Sudan or studying • Lost
Boys in Australia. Of ~pnng, two of thegul:le has not seen in 20 years,
~""""...,_ have died.
""..
Wnkful to God for bringing Kwai back,• She .... ~~WQilllli
I have is hope.... It is for us to cofttinue to pray that GOd wiD protect us and th8t
we will be together again because living here, you don't actually know when
you are going to die."
Although she has faith God will protect her remaining childrell and tliat they
will aU one day reunite ib. Sudan, Akech said life in the camp is still hard. Their
hospitals provide inadequate care, only offering malaria treatmeat,..-nd the
United Nations provides very little food.
Kwai, 'h owever, wants to change this for his sister and for the rest of his
nation. The Lost Boy said he <tt •rt peace for his na!ion. and he believes education is the only option. His goal is to send at
girls
year to
in Kenya until he can raise enough money tQ
"This
help to make a difference in
putting

-
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Young Sudanese women
interview for opportunity
to further their education
Casey Northcutt
Their fa.milies suffer from HIV
and AIDS, and they want to be doctors. Their nation maintains low literacy rates, and they want to be
teachers. Their friends trek across
hundreds of miles of desert, and they
want to be pilots.
The young Sudanese women in
the Kakuma refugee camp want to
change their country - and to do this,
they need to learn.
For the past 16 years, the United
Nations has provided the children in
the camp in Kakuma, Kenya with
basic eighth-grade education, but the
facilities are poor and the teachers
are underpaid and under-qualified.
Murray State graduate and former
Kalcuma student Gabriel Akech Kwai
said these elements combine to form
a system of schooling so ineffective
that many of the brightest students
only achieve C• averages.
"Education has deteriorated in
many ways," Kwai said. "Inside the
buildings, there are no seats at all. ...
If you are going to a class where
there are no seats, you get discouraged.... When you go to school and
there are no books, what are you
going to study? When you go to
school and there are no exercise
books, what are you going to write
on?"
Kwai, founder of the Women's
Educational Empowerment Project
(WEEP) for Southern Sudan, a nonprofit organization dedicated to the
betterment of Sudan through the
education of women, visited the
camp this January. Aided by four
members of the organization, including three Murray State students, he
interviewed 80 girls and sent the top
11 to Kenyan boarding schools.
Kuer Deng Bior, 17, was one of the
sponsored. She dreams of becoming
a pilot.

."I would like to work all over the
world," she said, "not to be like other
ladies - so (others) can see that a girl
can do better than anybody.... The
reason why I chose that career is
because I want to be up, not down."
While pilot training can be difficult enough, the harsh climate makes
Bior struggle simply to receive the
basic education she needs to pursue
her career. She said the heat can
become so stifling that students can't
concentrate on their books, which
are in short supply anyway.
Another sponsored student,
Rodah Akuol Philip, 16, said that
along with an overwhelming climate
and a lack of resources, girls face
daily distractions from men. Many
parents force their daughters to drop
their studies and marry men either
their age or up to 15 years older.
"I am being affected by outside
pressures like engagement by young
men," Philip said. "So if I go to a
sch9ol- not here in the camp but far
away - I will have a chance of working harder and putting forth more
effort to achieve my goal."
Philip and her family fled war and
famine in Sudan four years ago and
have since lived in Kakuma. When
she was not collecting f~tewood or
fetching water, she studied, sometimes up to eight hours a day outside
of class, to gain as much knowledge
as she could. Possessing some of the
highest scores in Kakuma, Philip said
she eventually wants to attend a university to become a science professor so she may show those around
her the importance of learning.
"Education is important to me
because it will help my family and
my nation and all the world," she
said.
Philip believes an increase in
schools and literacy will help her
country develop and will raise it
from devastation, while at the same
time improving the status of women
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Awel Garano Elizabeth, aresident of the refuoee camp In Kakuma, Kenya, waits for an Interview With a WEEP for Southern Sudan worker.
in a culture that views them as inferior. Her tribe, the Dinkas, she said,
don't allow women to rise higher in
social status than men.
When WEEP told Philip she was
going to attend high school and
could prove her abilities as a woman,
it validated the countless hours she
spent in study.
"To get this opportunity is not
very easy," she said. "It is when you
commit yourself enough ... you get
your goal."
Although Philip, Bior and nine
other young women will continue
their education this semester, 70 others who applied will not. WEEP has
yet to fmd sponsors willing to pay
approximately $32 per month for
their tuitions.
"Had we had more resources,"
Kwai said, "we could have sent more
women to school."
The others will have to wait to
pursue their dreams. They must stay
in the camp, hoping that next year,
the organization will have found
them sponsors.

WEEP for Southern Sudan member Jason Hudson, oraduate student from Paducah, Ky.,
Interviews Sudanese refuoee Peter Nyakono Tabitha.

In a foreign land
Two refugees discuss life after war in Sudan
Casey Northcutt
On the other side of the
world, 7,880 miles from Murray, a girl walks barefoot
down the streets of a refugee
camp in Kakuma, Kenya. Like
every other day, she passes
clusters of mud huts and
groups of boys playing soccer
with deflated balls.
In her left hand, she carries
a large, plastic jug, which she
hopes to fill with water at a
spigot provided by the United
Nations - although, she
doubts she can. This particular tap has been dry for five
days, and if it does not have
water now, she will have to
walk another mile to find the
next one.
Approximately 86,000 people live in these circumstances within the thatch
walls of Kakuma, but few of
them call it home.
According to Refugeesintemational.org, the camp is
one of the oldest and largest
in the world. Since its establishment in 1992, it has barbored citizens from nine different countries, 70 percent
of whom are Sudanese. A
mere 6 percent of these
refugees have an income,
leaving the rest of the population to rely on various groups,
like the U.N. and several
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Sudanese boys take a break from ptaylno soccer to show off for photooraphers.
relief organizations, to provide food, clothing and basic
education as they wait to
return home.
Deborah Adut has lived in
Kakuma for l2 years with her
husband, Atem Aruei, and the
members of her family who
are not scattered across the
world.
Although she experienced
war and strife in Sudan that
separated her from many of
those she loved, she still
anticipates the day when she
can resume life in her own
nation.
"Your home is your home,"
Adut said. "Life is much bet-

ter in Sudan than in the
refugee camp.... If there was a
way I could go back to Sudan
because it is home for me ...
even if things are very difficult in Sudan, then I would be
prepared to live there
because it is my country.''
Even though Adut and her
family do not face the widespread violence they would
have endured at home, she
said Kakuma has its own dangers and hardships. Once the
sun sets, members of the
Turkana
tribe,
Kenyan
natives who resent modem
life as well as the refugees
housed on their land, often

attack anyone still roaming
the streets.
"There are a lot of problems, even though the U.N. is
trying to take care of us," she
said. "For example, the local
people attack the camp to loot
and kill and sometimes rape
women. They actually live in
fear from time to time. After
seven o'clock, nobody could
walk outside.''
David Majak Abot, a student at the Kenya Institute of
Management and a child of
the Kakuma refugee camp,
faced much of the strife Adut
described. He often survived
for 15 days at a time on four

kilograms (8.8 pounds) of
corn, or maize, and two kilograms (4.4 pounds) of flour,
which was all the U.N. allotted him. Equally divided, he
survived on less than a pound
of food per day.
"You have to budget it," be
said. "You skip some days,
you stay without eating so it
stays for you.... If you are not
strong-hearted, you cannot
manage it because it's really
hard. You wake up in the
morning, go to class, come
back and get nothing."
Abot was 1 year old when
the Sudanese civil war erupted, which eventually killed
his father, brother and five of
his uncles. He escaped to
Ethiopia in 1989, and, separated from his mother, he made
his way to Kakuma with an
older cousin when the camp
started in 1992.
Once he found refuge in
Kakuma, Abot went to school,
learning in the shade of trees
from underpaid and underqualified teachers. He said
many of his classmates often
skipped class because they
felt too hungry to concentrate. Abot, however, stayed
in school despite the adverse
circumstances and, in the
end, was lucky enough to find
a German friend willing to
pay for his university tuition
in Nairobi. Although his edu-

cational environment has
improved, his struggles even for basic needs like
breakfast - have not lessened.
"I can stay for two or three
days without getting any
food," he said. "I have the
determination and I've got to
hope that one day, one time,
God will remember me. ...
With my sweat and my "determination and my hard work,
maybe God will give sympathy to me and give me a supper. If God gives me a supper
and I study successfully. then
... I will give the same to the
people back at home."
After a chance meeting
with Kwai and the other
WEEP workers in Kakuma, he
offered to help the group
assist the education of other
refugee children. He found a
way to give back to Sudan.
"What Gabriel is doing is
really what we need," he said.
"Other Lost Boys out there
can do the same thing in different (forms) maybe people
can come up with projects for
hospitals.... It is the only way
that we can really improve
that nation."
Whatever miracle rescues
Sudan from its unstable and
violent state, Abot believes,
wiU have to come from its
people. They, and not the
fragile government, he said
must make the difference.
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Jason
Hudson
graduate student
from Paducah, Ky.
Preparing to travel to Africa, you can't
help but think of the starving children
commercials. I had many preconceived
ideas about what I would experience.
Despite my best efforts to be ready for
anything, I was not prepared for what we
experienced.
One of the hardest things for me was
dealing with the racial aspect. Other than
the two white U.N. employees we saw one
day, we would have had to travel an hour
to fmd another "mosumbu" (white man).
It became apparent to me in Nairobi that
we were members of the privileged race.
We saw only black skin until we went to
the shopping malls with guards at the gate
or the overpriced restaurant where every
table was dominated by Caucasians.
Then, in Kakuma, Kenya, this racial
divide took more weight. Every day we
rode into the camp on our buses (bicycles
peddled by Kenyans) as we passed little
children yelling their native word for
"white man." Every day at lunch, we left
our new friends to eat at the Franco Hotel.
This was the only restaurant we knew to
be safe for foreign stomachs.
At night, we went to the guesthouse
which was made of bricks, not mud, and a
generator provided us with light and CNN
until 11 p.m. While many Americans
would not dare think of eating at Franco
or sleeping in the Kakuma guesthouse, it
was still a world away from the Jives of
our new friends, and I still felt like a great
ass riding in on my bike of privilege as if I
bad come to solve all their problems.
If the people in Kenya know anything
about white people, it is that they have
money, and, compared to their poverty,
they are right. As I gave an old man 20
shillings - about a quarter - I couldn't
help but think about the money spent on
coffee, ice cream and movie rentals.
I wanted to fiX all their problems. I
would love to send every child to boarding school and every adult to college. I
wish I could see free tap water flowing
into their houses.
I quickly realized, however, that
Africa's problems are too big to be solved
by Westerners' money. This was the second hardest thing I experienced. After
seeing political dismay that is left as the
result of tribal people trying to run demo~
cratic governments and families that are
not allowed a ration while U.N. workers
build luxurious compounds for themselves, I became very discouraged.
My feeling has always been that if we
just got more involved and sent more
money, we could fix all the problems
plaguing Africa. The fact is, Africa is a
continent that is rich in resources. As
Gandhi said, "There is enough for everyone's need, but there is not enough for
everyone's greed."
During our time there, I became more
pleased with the work we were doing
because I met individuals and was moved
by their stories.
We may not be able to fix Africa, but I
think by giving people the opportunity to
receive education, we can make a difference for the people, giving them a chance
to create a better Africa.

Casey

Northcutt
senior
from Benton, Ky.
On the three plane rides back from
Nairobi, I dreaded the question people
would inevitably ask once I got home.
"So," they would say, "how was your
trip?" I didn't know how to answer.
"Great? I saw hundreds of people displaced by war who probably ate one meal
a day if they ate at all. You should visit
sometime."
Eventually, I decided simply to say the
trip had been worthwhile. We went to the
refugee camp in Kakuma, Kenya; we

interviewed 80 young girls and we sent
the top 11 to boarding schools. And, much
to my parents' relief, we all came back
alive.
Mission accomplished. Woot.
The thing is, I still remember standing
in front of a classroom full of girls who
hoped to continue their education. As I
snapped photos of their apprehensive
faces, Gabriel announced the young
women we chose to sponsor. A sense of
relief came over those we picked. They
stood up in the crowd as I and the other
WEEP members shook their bands.
The others remained seated and displayed very little emotion. Gabriel told
them to continue to work hard in school
and to further their studies because next
year, we will have found more sponsors
and will have raised more money for
their education.
But, I keep wondering if those particular young women will still be in Kakuma
classrooms a year from now. Education
seems like such a slippery thing for
Sudanese girls. Many talked about duties
at home that took their attention away
from schoolwork and books.
Most of the girls had test scores so low
that none of the boarding schools would
admit them in the first place, but is that
really their fault? Some of them might
have had siblings to look after because
one or both of their parents died in the
Sudanese civil war. Plus, if they had the
time to study, they still faced insufficient
teaching. Rodah Akuol Philip, one of the

students we sponsored, had to study for
eight hours a day outside of class simply
to achieve a C+ average.
Some young women in Kakuma also
face arranged marriages that force them
to drop out of school. I keep wondering if
one of the girls who applied either had to
get a high school degree or get married.
What if Gabriel's announcement decided
her fate?
This reflection wasn't supposed to be
so depressing, but the moral of these two
and a half columns is that there are young
women in Kakuma and in Sudan who still
need support.
In a country where the average citizen
spends hundreds of dollars on cell
phones and iPods, we have money to
spare. And, in a town where Halo and
Guitar Hero reign as leading forms of
entertainment, we have the time to help
someone who needs it. Think about it.

Currently, the literacy rate among Sudanese women is 12 percent. Gabriel
Akech Kwal, Murray State graduate from Bor. Sudan, hopes to change this.
\
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Rioting
disrupts
Kenya
Casey Northcutt
To fully grasp life in the Kakuma
refugee camp, you have to understand the
circumstances in Kenya. The country has
been a pillar of stability in Africa for several decades and bas offered the comfort
of a functioning government co refugees
within its borders.
If you have watched the news recently
at all, you'll find chi~ stability faltering.
On Dec. 27, four days
before four members of
WEEP for Southern
Sudan, myself included,
left for Kenya, the
country held presidential elections. At the
end of the day, the current president, Mwai
Kibaki, garnered 51.3
percent of the vote
compared with.the 48.7
Casey
percent his chaJlenger,
Northcutt Raila Odinga, received.
Odinga's party, the
Staffwriter
Orange
Democratic
Movement, immediately contested the
results, claiming the president cheated.
The next day, Kenya, a country known for
its strength and progress, dealt with death
and riots as protests in Nairobi slums
grew violent.
The day before I left, I found an article
on CNN's Web site titled, ''More than 120
killed in Kenya election violence." The
picture posted with the story depicted a
Kenyan man carrying a bundle of stolen
clothing through a blazing fire. It wasn't
comforting. Try being my parents.
Gabriel Akech Kwai's contacts in Nairobi said the violence was contained and the
situation was safe for Americans, so
Gabriel, Danielle, Jason, Andy and I
boarded three very long flights and
arrived in Kenya amid what CNN labeled
as a city descended into chaos.
We stayed in Nairobi for two days
before traveling to the refugee camp, and
every morning we bought newspapers
filled with pictures of armed soldiers and
raging fires. The fighting turned into an
ethnic conflict as the two tribes represented by Kibaki and Odinga's parties targeted
each other in the streets.
For us, however, the city seemed tame.
The only trace of military action we saw
were groups of police officers stationed in
a park in downtown Nairobi - although
several were bored and sleeping under
trees. A friend of Gabriel's who drove us
around the city said the violence was
restricted to the slums and blown out of
proportion by the media. He believed the
riots would calm down soon. I kept emailing my parents to tell them I hadn't
died yet and highly doubted I would.
As we conducted our interviews in the
camp, we discovered the violence and
governmental problems had affected
Kakuma enough to postpone school for a
week. Upon our return five days later, the
two tribes were still fighting, and the
Kenyan government bad yet to settle
questions regarding whom the nation had
officially chosen as president, an election
discrepancy that, as an American, sounded pretty familiar.
We arrived home without ever witnessing a mob or dying man, and I still believe
the violence depicted in the media
exceeds reality. But, I also think I underestimated the conflict's impact.
A month later, the country's leaders
have resolved nothing and people are still
dying. According to CNN, the Kenyan
government places the death toll at 516,
while the opposition puts it at more than
1,000.
We thought it would end in a few days.
Odinga's party announced at a press
conference Saturday that it plans an economic boycott of all companies perceived
as allies of the president. Kibaki said he
desires to come to the bargaining table
with goodwill and good faith, but in my
personal and bias·ed opinion, I highly
doubt he means it. He wants his presidency, and his party and tribe has killed for
weeks trying to make sure he keeps it.
The people I met in Kakuma probably
won't witness a Kikuyu kill a Luo and students WEEP supported like Rodah Philip
and Kuer Deng Bior will never have to
defend their positions on Kibaki versus
Odinga. They can't even vote in the elections. But they did leave their homes fearing for their lives because of political
strife that turned lethal, and they came to
Kenya hoping to live under a government
free from such problems.
And, they did - until Dec. 27.
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Residents of the Kakuma refuoee camp sit on benches built from hardened mud, listening to asermon in one of the camp's many churches.
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VIolence In Sudan
during the past 20
years has separated
numerous families,
leaving many children
orphaned or unaware
of their parents'
whereabouts.
Casey NorthcutVThe News

Sudan's history tellS of war, violence, genocide
Casey Northcutt
In a very basic summary of
recent Sudanese news, the North
and the South went to war and displaced more than two million citizens with brutal violence.
Upon closer inspection of the
country's history, one will find a
troubling account of a nation torn
by more than 20 years of injustice,
civil war and genocide that have
forced much of its population to
live as refugees.
Spanning nearly 1 million square
miles, Sudan is the largest country
in Africa, but it is also among the
poorest and its population is the
least literate, according to
Baylor.edu.
Ranked l54th of 181 nations by
the World Health Organization, its
citizens also suffer from widespread disease causing very low life
expectancy.
But, these problems seem trivial
to the wars that have plagued the
country for more than 20 years.
According to Sudan.net, Sudan
existed under foreign rule until the
20th century. The nation was
granted independence from its
joint rulers, Egypt and Britain, in
1956, but it never managed to establish an effective government In the
decades after Sudan's initial declaration of independence, various
parliamentary governments and
military regimes faded in and out of
power, preventing Sudan from
achieving stability.
Rifts developed by 1983 between
the predominantly Arab North and
the Black African animists and
Christians in the South. During that
year, the ruler at the time, Maj.
(

)

> ·>---

Danielle Nethery/contributor

A Sudanese girl carries a child through thestreets of the Kakuma refugeecamp.
Gen. Gaafar Mohammed Nimeiri,
exacerbated the problem by establishing fundamental Islamic law.
Differences in language, religion,
ethnicity and political power erupted in a civil war fought between the
National Islamic Front (NIF) and
the Sudan People's Liberation
Army (SPLA), which was organized
by the southern rebels.
While the country ripped itself
apart, human rights violations, reHgious persecution and alleged terrorist activity that developed as
part of the war isolated Sudan from
the rest of the world. The northern
government frequently used tactics
like starvation as war strategy,
causing the deaths of 250,000
Sudanese in 1988 alone. The United
Nations imposed sanctions against
it in 1995, which weren't lifted until
1996. The United States, however,

still considers Sudan a terrorist
state.
As the North continued its
attempt to quash the South, it withheld international aid from reaching civilians in rebel-occupied
areas.
People began to flee the countryside, seeking safety in cities and
even other countries. In 1993, an
estimated 4.75 million Sudanese
sought refuge in countries like
Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya and Egypt,
and 1.3 million others died in flight.
After 20 years of bloody war and
the death of two million Sudanese,
a signed treaty between the government and the SPLA in May 2004
officially ended the brutal conflict
and allowed the two regions, in
many ways, to operate separately.
As one war ended, however,
another erupted in the northern

Darfur region. In 2004, the government quelled a rebellion and then
allowed militias called Janjaweed
to massacre black villagers and
rebels. Between 200,000 and ·
300,000 civilians have been killed,
and an estimated 1 million have
been displaced. Alarmed, the international community identified the .
violence as genocide and ineffectually tried to persuade the Sudanese
government to control the Janjaweed
In 2006, after failed peace talks
sponsored by the Africa Union, the
U.N. Security Council deployed •
26,000 peacekeepers to quell the ;
violence.
Yet, that September, the African '
Union base in Darfur was attacked
and 10 peacekeepers were killed
Days later, the town was razed,
leaving 7,000 Sudanese without ~
homes.
•
As Darfur collapsed into brutality, the rest of the country seemed
to exist in a fragile state of peace
until October 2007, when the SPLA
quit the national unity government
Claiming the current government bad ignored their concerns,
the southern rebels put the 2005
peace agreement on the brink of
collapse.
In November 2007, Salva Kiir,
the president of the government of
Southern Sudan, vowed never to
initiate war again - but he never
promised the nation a future bereft
of violence.
"The SPLM (Southern People's
Liberation Movement) under my
leadership shall not and will not
take the people back to war," be
said. "However, we reserve the
right to self-defense should we be
attacked."

